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U.S. Presidents Military Service Summary 

(15 of 46 - No Military Service) 

24 February 2021 22:45 

 

46. Joseph Robinette Biden, Jr.   (D)  2021 

 No military service.  
 

45. Donald John Trump   (R)  2017 
 
No military service. 
 

44. Barack Hussein Obama   (D)  2009-2017 
 
No military service. 
 

43. George Walker Bush    (R)  2001-2009 
 
Commissioned Texas Air National Guard 1968 
Pilot (F-102 fighter) 
Alabama Air National Guard 1972 
Discharged Air Force Reserve 1974 
First Lieutenant 
 

42. William Jefferson Clinton   (D)  1993-2001 
 
No military service. 
 

41. George Herbert Walker Bush  (R)  1989-1993 
 
Enlisted in U.S. Navy 1942 
Commissioned Ensign 1943 
U.S. Naval Reserve, Naval Air Station Corpus Christi 
Torpedo Squadron 51 photographic officer 1943 
Pilot VT-51 in attacks on Japanese targets in Pacific 1943 
Promoted to Lieutenant Junior Grade 1944 
Flew combat missions in Philippines 1944 
Lieutenant Junior Grade 
Discharged from Navy 1945 
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40. Ronald Wilson Reagan    (R)  1981-1989 
 
Enlisted in Army Enlisted Reserve 1937 
Commissioned Second Lieutenant Officer’s Reserve Corps of the Calvary 1937 
Transferred from cavalry to Army Air Force 1942 
Promoted to First Lieutenant 1943 
Promoted to Captain 1943 
Separated from active duty 1945 
 

39. James Earl Carter, Jr.   (D)  1977-1981 
 
Admitted to the U.S. Naval Academy 1943 
Commissioned Ensign 1946 
Submarine training in 1948 
Promoted to Lieutenant Junior Grade 1949 
Submarine duty in 1951 
Began work with nuclear submarine program 1952 
Left active duty 1953 
Served in the inactive Navy Reserve until 1961 
Lieutenant 
 

38. Gerald Rudolph Ford    (R)  1974-1977 
 
Enlisted in U.S. Navy following Pearl Harbor attack in 1941 
Commissioned as ensign in U.S. Naval Reserve 1932 
Promoted to Lieutenant Junior Grade 1942 
Promoted to Lieutenant 1942 
Served on USS Monterey aircraft carrier 1943-1944 
Served in Pacific on the USS Monterey throughout 1943-44 
Promoted to Lieutenant Commander 1945 
Released from active duty 1946 
Resigned from Naval Reserve 1946 
Remained in inactive Naval Reserve until 1963 
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37. Richard Milhouse Nixon   (R)  1969-1974 
 
Commissioned Lieutenant Junior Grade in U.S. Navy Reserve 1942 
Aide to Commander US Naval Air Station Ottumwa 1942-1943 
Promoted to Lieutenant 1943 
Assigned South Pacific and served at Guadalcanal 
Assigned South Pacific at Bougainville 1943 
Served as Administrative Officer, Alameda Naval Air Station 1944 
Assigned Bureau of Aeronautics, Philadelphia 1945 
Assigned to Baltimore and Promoted to Lieutenant Commander 1945 
Relieved of active duty 1946 
Resigned commission 1946 
Promoted to Commander, U.S. Naval Reserve 1953 
Transferred to Retired Reserve of the Naval Reserve 1966 
 

36. Lyndon Baines Johnson   (D)  1963-1969 
 
Appointed Lieutenant Commander in U.S. Naval Reserve 1940 
Duties included inspecting shipyard facilities in Texas and West Coast 
Assigned to Southwest Pacific survey team 1942 
Released from active duty 1942 
Remained in the U.S. Naval Reserve 
Promoted to Commander 1949 
Resigned from the U.S. Naval Reserve 1964 
 

35. John Fitzgerald Kennedy   (D)  1961-1963 
 
Joined the U.S. Naval Reserve 1941 
Assigned to Staff of the Office of Naval Intelligence (ONI), Washington, DC 1941 
Assigned to ONI field office in Charleston, SC 1942 
Attended the Naval Reserve Officer Training School at Northwestern University 
in Chicago 1942 
Entered Motor Torpedo Boat Squadrons Training , Melville RI 1942 
Promoted to Lieutenant (Junior Grade) 1942 
Assigned to Motor Torpedo Squadron FOUR 1942 
Commanded PT-101 1942-1942 
Assigned to Panama and Pacific Theater 1943 
PT 109 rammed by Japanese destroyer 1943 
Commanded PT-59 until relieved for medical reasons 1943 
Returned to U.S. and released from active duty 1944 
Hospitalized at Chelsea Naval Hospital in Massachusetts 1944 
Underwent recovery from injuries at Castle Hot Springs, AZ 1945 
Retired from the U.S. Naval Reserve and honorably discharged  
Promoted to Lieutenant 
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34. Dwight David Eisenhower  (R)  1953-1961 
 
Commissioned Second Lieutenant, U.S. Army 1915 
Served in various assignment in the US, 1915-1918 
Assigned to Camp Meade, MD 1918 
Promoted to brevet Lieutenant Colonel and assigned to Camp Colt, PA 
Reverted to Captain, then promoted to Major after WWI 
Assigned to Camp Meade, MD until 1922 
Served in Panama Canal Zone until 1924 
Attended the Command and General Staff College, Ft. Leavenworth, KS 1925-26 
Commanded battalion at Ft. Benning, GA until 1927 
Graduated Army War College, 1928 
Graduated Army Industrial College, Washington DC 1933 
Served on faculty of Army Industrial College 
Accompanied General MacArthur to Philippines, 1935 
Promoted to Lieutenant Colonel, 1936 
Assigned to Ft. Lewis, WA 1939 
Promoted to Colonel 1941 
Assigned Chief of Staff IX Corps 1941 
Appointed Chief of Staff Third Army, Ft. Sam Houston, TX 1941 
Promoted to Brigadier General 1941 
Assigned to General Staff in Washington DC 1941 
Accompanied General Arnold to England 1942 
Assigned as Commanding General, European Theater of Operations, London UK 
1942 
Promoted to Lieutenant General 1942 
Appointed Supreme Commander Allied Expeditionary Force of the North African 
Theater of Operations, Gibraltar 
Promoted to General 1943 
Supreme Allied Commander of the Allied Expeditionary Force 1943-1945 
Military Governor in Germany, Frankfurt, Germany 
Army Chief of Staff 1945 
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33. Harry S. Truman    (D)  1945-1953 
 
Enlisted in the Missouri National Guard 1905 
Served in Missouri National Guard until 1911 in Missouri Field Artillery 
Promoted to Corporal 
At beginning of WWI rejoined Field Artillery 
Promoted to First Lieutenant 
Training at Fort Sill with 129th Field Artillery 
Promoted to Captain 1918 while in France 
Engaged in battle at the beginning of the Meuse-Argonne Offensive 1918 
Discharged from the Army as a Captain 1919 
Appointed a Major in the Officers’ Reserve Corps 1920 
Promoted to Lieutenant Colonel 1925 
Promoted to Colonel 1932 
Commanded 1st Battalion, 379th FA, 102nd ID 
Remained active reservist until 1940s 
Retired as Colonel from U.S. Army Reserve 1953 
 

32. Franklin Delano Roosevelt  (D)  1933-1945 
 
No military service. 
 

31. Herbert Clark Hoover   (R)  1929-1933 
 
No military service. 
 

30. John Calvin Coolidge   (R)  1923-1929 
 
No military service. 
 

29. Warren Gamaliel Harding   (R)  1921-1923 
 
No military service. 
 

28. Thomas Woodrow Wilson  (D)  1913-1921 
 
No military service. 
 

27. William Howard Taft   (R)  1909-1913 
 
No military service. 
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26. Theodore Roosevelt   (R)  1901-1909 
 
Appointed a Second Lieutenant in Company B, Eight Regiment, NY National 
Guard 1882 
Resigned from the NY National Guard as a Captain 1886 
Resigned post as Assistant Secretary of the Navy at beginning of Spanish-
American War 1898 
With Colonel Leonard Wood, he formed the First US Volunteer Cavalry Regiment 
(Rough Riders) and fought in Cuba 1898 
Promoted to Colonel and commanded Cavalry Regiment 1898 
Led charge on Kettle Hill (San Juan Heights) 
Awarded Medal of Honor for Kettle Hill charge, posthumously 2001 
 

25. William McKinley    (R)  1897-1901 
 
Enlisted as private in Poland Guards 1861 
Served and trained in the 23rd Ohio Infantry in Columbus, Ohio 1861 
Fought Confederate troops at Carnifex Ferry, VA 1861 
Promoted to Sergeant and served as commissary sergeant 1862 
Fought with the Army of the Potomac 1862 
Fought Confederate forces at the Battle of South Mountain 1862 
Fought at Battle of Antietam, Sharpsburg, MD 1862 
Commissioned Second Lieutenant 1863 
Fought at Battle of Buffington Island 1863 
McKinley’s division assigned to Army of West Virginia 1864 
Fought Confederate troops at Cloyd’s Mountain 1864 
Promoted to Captain 1864 
Fought at Fisher’s Hill and Cedar Creek 1864 
Served as adjutant to General Samuel S. Carroll until end of war 1865 
Transferred to Hancock’s First Veterans Corps in Washington 1865 
Promoted to brevet Major 
Relieved of duties 1865 
 

24. Stephen Grover Cleveland   (D)  1893-1897 
 
No military service. 
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23. Benjamin Harrison    (R)  1889-1893 
 
As a civilian he recruited troops for a new Indiana regiment, 1862 
Commissioned as a Captain and company commander 1862 
Commissioned as a Colonel 1962 
Assigned to the 70th Indiana Infantry Regiment of the Union Army 1862 
Left Indiana with 70th Indiana to join Union Army at Louisville, KY 1862 
Joined General Sherman’s Atlanta Campaign on the front lines 1864 
Commanded brigade at several major battles 1864 
Nominated by President Lincoln to Brevet Brigadier General of Volunteers 1865 
Mustered out of Army 1865 
 

22. Stephen Grover Cleveland  (D)  1885-1889 
 
No military service. 
 

21. Chester Alan Arthur   (R)  1881-1885 
 
As a civilian appointed to military staff of NY Gov Morgan as engineer-in-chief 
1861 
Commissioned as Brigadier General 1861 
Assigned to the NY State Militia Quartermaster Department 1861 
Appointed as Inspector General of the NY State Militia 1862 
Appointed to Quartermaster General of NY State Militia 1862 
Relieved of militia duties 1863 
 

20. James Abram Garfield   (R)  1881-1881 
 
As an Ohio legislator he helped appropriate the funds for Ohio’s volunteer 
regiments, 1861 
Commissioned a Colonel in the 42nd Ohio Infantry Regiment, 1861 
Led the 42nd Regiment to Kentucky and joined the Army of Ohio, 1861 
Led the 18th Brigade, under General Buell, and drove Confederates out of 
eastern Kentucky, 1862 
Commanded troops in the Battle of Middle Creek attacking Confederate forces, 
1862 
Promoted to Brigadier General, commanded only remaining Union force in 
eastern Kentucky, 1862 
Joined General Grant’s forces on advance to Mississippi 1862 
Assigned as Chief of Staff to Major General Rosencrans 1863 
Promoted to Major General in Washington, DC 1863 
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19. Rutherford Birchard Hayes  (R)  1877-1881 
 
After the Confederates fired on Ft. Sumter, joined volunteer company 1861 
Appointed to 23rd Regiment of the Ohio Volunteer Infantry 1861 
Promoted to Major 1861 
Promoted to Lieutenant Colonel and led his troops into western Virginia 1861 
Led several raids against Confederate forces 1861 
Injured knee in battle 1861 
Reinforced General Pope’s Army of Virginia following the Second Battle of Bull 
Run 1861 
Joined the Army of the Potomac to cut off Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia as it 
advanced north to Maryland 1861 
Led charge at the Battle of South Mountain and shot in arm 1861 
Promoted to Colonel and assigned to command the First Brigade of the Kanawha 
Division as a brevet Brigadier General, 1861 
Engaged Confederate troops at Cloyd’s Mountain 1863 
Moved his brigade to the Shenandoah Valley for the Valley Campaigns of 1864 
Attached to Major General Hunter’s Army of the Shenandoah captured 
Lexington, Virginia 1864 
Slightly wounded at Kernstown 1864 
Hayes’s troops defended against Confederate troops at Berryville 1864 
At Cedar Creek Hayes sprained his ankle and hit his head on a rock 1864 
Promoted to Brigadier General and Brevet Major General 1864 
Hayes attended the Grand Review of the Armies in Washington DC 1865 
Mustered out of the service in Ohio 1865 
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18. Ulysses Simpson Grant   (R)  1869-1877 
 
Nominated to attend the USMA at West Point, NY 1839 
Entered West Point 1839 
Graduated West Point 1843 
Promoted to Brevet Second Lieutenant 1843 
Assigned to the 4th Infantry Regiment and Jefferson Barracks, St. Louis 1843 
Engaged at the Battle of Palo Alto 1846 
Led cavalry charge at the Battle of Resaca de la Palma 1846 
Engaged at the Battle of Monterrey 
Engaged at Veracruz and fought Mexican forces at the battle of Molinio del Rey 
Promoted to Brevet First Lieutenant 
Following fighting at San Cosmé promoted to Brevet Captain 1847 
Promoted to Captain 1853 and Command Company F, 4th Infantry 
Appointed military aide to Governor Richard Yates1861 
Promoted to Colonel and command of 21st Illinois Volunteer Infantry Regiment 
1861 
Appointed to Brigadier General 1861 
Appointed as Commander of District of Southeastern Missouri 
Promoted to Major General by Lincoln 1862 
Led Union forces at Shiloh in the costliest battle in American history at the time 
1862 
Led Union forces in the Vicksburg Campaign gaining control of the Mississippi 
River 1962 
Promoted to Major General in the regular army and assigned to command the 
Division of the Mississippi 1863 
Promoted to Lieutenant General 1864 
Appointed commander of all Union Armies 1864 
Established his HQs at Culpepper, Virginia 1864 
Grant accepted General Lee’s surrender at Appomattox Court House, VA. 1865 
As Commander of the Army, Grant continued reconstruction duties and 
supervising Indian wars in the west 1865 
Promoted by order of Congress, to General of the Army of the United States 
1866 
Appointed acting Secretary of War 1867 but resigned 1868 
 

17. Andrew Johnson    (NU/R) 1865-1869 
 
Appointed by Lincoln as Military Governor of Tennessee 1862 
Senate confirmed appointment and the rank of Brigadier General 1862 
Recruited 20,000 black soldiers to serve the Union 
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16. Abraham Lincoln    (R/NU) 1861-1865 
 
Served as a volunteer the Illinois Militia 1832 
Served as Private 1832 
Commissioned Captain of the 31st Regiment of Sangamon County, 1st 
Division 1832 
Commanded rifle company of the 4th Regiment of Mounted Volunteers 
1832 
Discharged from his company 1832 
Re-enlisted as Private in the company of Captain Elija IIes in Illinois 1832 
Served as Private in Captain Jacob Early’s independent company 1832 
Discharged 1832 
Did not serve in combat but was active during the Black Hawk War. 
 

15. James Buchanan, Jr.    (D)  1867-1861 
 
Enlisted and served as a Private in 1st Brigade, 4th Division, Pennsylvania Militia 
when the British invaded Maryland 1814 
 

14. Franklin Pierce    (D)  1853-1857 
 
Member of the New Hampshire state militia. 
Appointed aide de camp to Governor Samuel Dinsmoor 1831 
Remained in militia until 1847 
Appointed commander and Colonel in 9th Infantry Regiment 1847 
Brigadier General in the Army during Mexican-American War 1847 
Commanded Brigade for General Winfield Scott’s Army 1847 
Fought during trek to Vera Cruz Mexico 1847 
Fought in the Battle of Contreras injuring knee 
Fought in the Battle of Churubusco with injured knee 
Returned to Concord and given hero’s welcome 1847 
Submitted resignation from the Army 1848 
Grant praised his military service in his journals after the war 
 

13. Millard Fillmore    (W)  1850-1853 
 
Served in the New York Militia 1820’s and 1830’s 
Attained the rank of Major in the New York Militia  
Served as Inspector of the 47th Brigade, New York Militia 
Organized Union Continentals home guard unit during American Civil War 
Served in the Mexican-American War after serving as U.S. President 
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12. Zachary Taylor    (WH)  1849-1850 
 
Commissioned First Lieutenant U.S. Army 1808 
Assigned Seventh Infantry Regiment 1808 
Assigned to Territory of New Orleans 1809 
Promoted to Captain 1810 
Commanded Fort Knox, KY 1811 
Brevet Major 1812 
Colonel in Black Hawk War 1812 
Led expedition from St. Louis up the Mississippi River 1814 
Defeated Indians in Battle of Credit Island 1814 
Reduced to rank of Captain 1815 – resigned from Army. 
Returned to Army as Major 1816 
Served in Baton Rouge 1822-1824 
Commanded Fort Snelling, Michigan Territory 1828 
Promoted to Colonel and commanded 1st Infantry Regiment 1832 
Defeated Seminole Indians at Battle of Lake Okeechobee 1837 
Promoted to Brigadier General 1837 
Commanded all American troops in Florida 1838 
Nickname “Old Rough and Ready”  
Commander Second Department of Army’s Western Division 1841 
Transferred to Fort Jesup, Louisiana 1844 
Established Army of Occupation at Corpus Christi 
Commanded American forces at Battle of Palo Alto 1846 
Brevet promotion then permanent promotion to Major General 1846 
Defeated Mexicans at Battle of Monterrey 1846 
Defeated Santa Ana at Battle of Buena Vista 1847 
Retired from military 1848 
 

11. James Knox Polk    (D)  1845-1849 
 
Commissioned a Captain in the Tennessee Militia 1822 
Assigned to the Cavalry Regiment of the 5th Brigade 
Appointed Colonel on the staff of Governor William Carroll 
 

10. John Tyler     (W/UA) 1841-1845 
 
Organized the Charles City Rifles, a militia company after the British Capture of 
Hampton, Virginia 1813 
Commanded militia company with rank of Captain for two months 1813 
Resigned from the military 1978 

9. William Henry Harrison   (W)  1841-1841 
 
Commissioned an Ensign in the U.S. Army, 1st Infantry Regiment 1791 
Assigned to Fort Washington (Cincinnati) 
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Promoted to Lieutenant 1792 
Served as Major General Wayne’s aide-de-camp 1793 
Fought in Battle of Fallen Timbers 1794 
Defeated Shawnee Indians at the Battle of Tippecanoe 1811 
Served as Major General in Kentucky Militia 1812 
Commissioned to command the U.S. Army of the Northwest 1812 
Won victories in Indian Territory in Ohio and Detroit 1813 
Invaded Upper Canada 1813 
Defeated British at Battle of the Thames 1813 
Resigned from Army 1814 
 

8. Martin Van Buren    (D)  1837-1841 
 
No military service. 
 

7. Andrew Jackson    (D)  1829-1837 
 
Served as courier for local militia when 13 years-old 1780 
Served in militia at Battle of Hanging Rock 1780 
Captured with brother by British 1781 
Led an army of volunteers to New Orleans to defend against British attacks 1813 
Defeated Red Stick Indians at Battle of Tallushatchee 1813 
Defeated Red Stick Indians at Battle of Talladega 1813 
Defeated Red Stick Indians at Battle of Horseshoe Bend 1814 
Commissioned a Brigadier General in the U.S. Army 1814 
Commissioned a Major General in the U.S. Army 1814 
Commander Seventh Military District, 1814 
Defeated British forces at Battle of Pensacola 1814 
Defeated British at Battle of New Orleans 1815 
Resigned from the Army 1821 
 

6. John Quincy Adams    (D/R)  1825-1829 
 
No military service. 
 

 

 

 

 

 



U.S. Presidents Reference Library 

13 
 

5. James Monroe    (D/R)  1817-1825 
 
Joined the 3rd Virginia Regiment in the Continental Army 1776 
Commissioned Lieutenant 1776 
Served in the New York and New Jersey Campaign 1776 
Crossed the Delaware with Washington into Pennsylvania  
Injured in surprise attack on a Hessian camp 1776 
Promoted to Major by Washington for bravery in Hessian attack 1776 
Returned to Virginia to recruit own company of soldiers 1777 
Assigned to the staff of General Alexander 1777 
Served in Philadelphia Campaign 1777 
Encamped at Valley Forge 1777-1778 
Served at Battle of Monmouth 1778 
Resigned commission 1778 
Commissioned as Lieutenant Colonel, but later resigned to study law 
Appointed by Jefferson to Colonel in Virginia Militia 
Studied law after leaving military service 1783 
 

4. James Madison, Jr.   (D/R)  1809-1817 
 
Served on the local Committee of Safety that oversaw the militia (1774) 
Commissioned as Colonel of the Orange County militia (1775) 
Did not engage in combat in Revolutionary War 
 

3. Thomas Jefferson    (D/R)  1801-1809 
 
Served as Colonel and commander of Albemarle County Militia 1775 
 

2. John Adams    (F)  1797-1801 
 
No military service. 
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1. George Washington   (UA)  1789-1797 
 
Appointed adjutant to Virginia Southern district 1752 
Appointed adjutant to Virginia Northern and Eastern districts as well  
Appointed as district adjunct general 1753 
Promoted to Major 1753 
Served as the British military envoy to French officials 1753 
Dispatched to make peace with the Iroquois Confederacy 1753 
Promoted to Lieutenant Colonel 1753 
Assigned to the Virginia Regiment 1753 
Defeated French and Iroquois at Battle of Jumonville Glen 1753 
Defeated by French at Fort Necessity 1754 
Resigned commission upon returning to Virginia 1754 
Accepted post with British General Braddock 1755 
Appointed Colonel and Commander of Virginia Regiment 1755 
Promoted to Honorary Brigadier General 1758 
Retired from Virginia Regiment 1758 
Commander of the Continental Army 1775 
Accepted surrender of British ending Revolutionary War 1781 
Resigns commission 1824 

  
 

END 


