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Statement from President Biden on Russia’s Attempts to Annex 
Ukrainian Territory 
The White House, 30 September 2022 
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2022/09/30/statement-
from-president-biden-on-russias-attempts-to-annex-ukrainian-territory/ 
--  The United States condemns Russia’s fraudulent attempt today to annex sovereign 
Ukrainian territory.  Russia is violating international law, trampling on the United  
Nations Charter, and showing its contempt for peaceful nations everywhere. 
 
Biden’s economic success story could fall flat among people still struggling 
Politico, 26 September 2022 
Adam Cancryn 
https://www.politico.com/news/2022/09/26/recession-fears-biden-economic-message-
00058724 
--  Wages are up, gas prices are down, the thinking goes.  And following a year of fits 
and starts, Biden clinched congressional deals aimed at reshaping major parts of the 
U.S. economy—and cementing elements of his own presidential legacy.  But just as the 
White House was rushing to capitalize on its winning streak – in hopes of turning around 
An economic narrative that has dogged the administration from its earliest days - 
complications have arisen.  The lengthy fall in gas prices finally ended, inflations has 
Stayed stubbornly high and a bleak global economic landscape has rattled the  
markets, with both the Dow Jones and S&P 500 nearing their weakest levels of the 
year. 
 
Biden stuns Elton John with National Humanities Medal 
NPR, WAMU 88.5,  25 September 2022 
Juliana Kim 
https://www.npr.org/2022/09/25/1124985530/elton-john-biden-national-humanities-
medal 
--  Elton John was moved to tears by a surprise award from President Biden.  “I’m never 
flabbergasted, but I’m flabbergasted and humbled and honored by this incredible 
award from the United States of America,” John said.  “I will treasure this so much.” 
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Remarks by President Biden Before the 77th Session of the United Nations 
General Assembly 
The White House, 21 September 2022 
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/speeches-remarks/2022/09/21/remarks-by-
president-biden-before-the-77th-session-of-the-united-nations-general-assembly/ 
--  Let us speak plainly.  A permanent member of the United Nations Security 
Council invaded its neighbor, attempted to erase a sovereign state from the map. 
Russia shamelessly violated the core tenets of the United Nations Charter – no more 
important than the clear prohibition against countries taking the territory of their 
neighbor by force. 
 
Biden in London: Queen Elizabeth II was ‘decent, honorable and all about service’ 
CNN Politics, 18 September 2022 
Kevin Liptak, Maegan Vazquez and Allie Malloy 
https://www.cnn.com/2022/09/18/politics/joe-biden-london-queen-elizabeth-liz-
truss/index.html 
--  President Joe Biden and first lady Jill Biden on Sunday paid their respects to  
Queen Elizabeth II, visiting her coffin lying in state at London’s Westminster Hall and 
signing condolence books at Lancaster House.  Biden said the Queen reminded him of 
his late mother because of her mannerisms, saying, “She had that look, like, ‘Are you 
okay? Is there anything I can do for you? What do you need?’ Also, ‘Make sure you’re 
doing what you’re supposed to do.’” 
 
Biden tests his political strength in return to the campaign trail 
CNN Politics, 5 September 2022 
Kevin Liptak 
https://www.cnn.com/2022/09/05/politics/biden-midterms-pennsylvania-
wisconsin/index.html 
--  President Joe Biden has been celebrating Labor Day in Pittsburgh on-and-off 
for more than a decade, twice using the city’s parade as a testing ground while he 
contemplated a presidential run.  When he returned to the city Monday, other races 
were front and center, including Pennsylvania’s nasty Senate contest.  Yet over the 
coming weeks, Biden’s own political strength will be put to the test as he embarks 
upon his most intensive in-person politicking since before the Covid-19 pandemic. 
 
Why Isn’t Biden Ever on TV? 
The New York Times Magazine, 10 August 2022 
Jason Zengerle 
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/08/10/magazine/biden-tv.html 
--  The lack of substantive coverage of his recent climate speech itself illustrates an un-
usual feature of Biden’s presidency: The leader of the free world does not have much of 
a visual presence in it. 
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Zelensky Speaks to ex-US President Bill Clinton 
Kyiv Post, 10 August 2022 
https://www.kyivpost.com/russias-war/zelensky-speaks-to-ex-us-president-bill-
clinton.html 
--  President of Ukraine Volodymyr Zelensky has held a video meeting with the 42nd 
President of the United States of America, Bill Clinton.  The Head of State offered 
thanks for the comprehensive support from the US at various levels, as well as for the 
personal support of Ukraine from Bill Clinton and his wife, in particular for the  
participation in the Summit of First Ladies and Gentlemen. 
 
Biden has appointed more federal judges than any president since JFK at this 
point in his tenure 
Pew Research Center, 9 August 2022 
John Gramlich 
https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2022/08/09/biden-has-appointed-more-federal-
judges-than-any-president-since-jfk-at-this-point-in-his-tenure/ 
--  Biden has successfully appointed 75 judges to the three main tiers of the federal 
judicial system.  That’s far more than the number appointed by Trump (51) and Obama 
(42) at the same stage in their presidencies, and slightly more than the number 
appointed by several other recent presidents – including George W. Bush (72), Bill 
Clinton (74) and Ronald Reagan (72) by this point in their tenures. 
 
Mystery at Mar-a-Lago: What were FBI agents looking for and what are they  
consequences? 
NPR, WAMU 88.5, American University Radio, 9 August 2022 
Becky Sullivan 
https://www.npr.org/2022/08/09/1116575413/mar-a-lago-fbi-raid-trump-search 
--  Monday’s FBI raid on the home of former President Donald Trump – including his 
safe, according to Trump – has raised eyebrows and questions about what the search 
could indicate about a possible criminal investigation into the former president and 
those around him.  The search took about 10 hours.  The execution of the search 
warrant represents a significant escalation in the investigation that the Department of 
Justice has been quietly working on for months. 
 
The FBI’s Dangerous Trump Search 
Wall Street Journal, 9 August 2022 
The Editorial Board 
https://www.wsj.com/articles/the-fbis-dangerous-donald-trump-search-mar-a-lago-
merrick-garland-justice-department-11660074118 
--  Merrick Garland is taking the U.S. down a perilous path.  The Justice Department is 
unleashing political furies it can’t control and may not understand, and the risks for the 
department and the country are as great as they are for Mr. Trump.  As everyone knows 
by now, an FBI law enforcement action of this kind against a former American President 
is unprecedented.   
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Pulitzer Prize winning historian David McCullough has died 
NPR, WAMU 88.5, 8 August 2022 
Neda Ulaby 
https://www.npr.org/2022/08/08/1116337415/historian-david-mccullough-died 
--  David McCullough has died.  He was a bravura historian and public intellectual 
whose biographies of Harry Truman and John Adams won Pulitzer Prizes, and whose 
best selling stories of American accomplishment were complemented by his work as a 
public television host and narrator for popular movies and documentaries, including Ken 
Burns’ “The Civil War”. 
 
Ex-Time reporter: The day I knew journalism had died in America 
New York Post, 6 August 2022 
Kenneth R. Timmerman 
https://nypost.com/2022/08/06/kenneth-r-timmerman-reflects-on-the-day-journalism-
died-in-us/ 
--  Time’s editors showed in July 1994 that they believed their job was not to uncover 
the truth but to provide political cover to Democrats in Washington.  It’s only gotten 
worse since then, but I believe this incident formally marks the end of the “mainstream 
media” as we once knew it.  Like many other countries in Europe and elsewhere, we 
now have politicized media in the United States.  But unlike other countries in all but a 
few cases our media refuses to acknowledge its ideological affiliation. So added to bias, 
you now have hypocrisy.  Timmerman is the author of 12 books of non-fiction and four 
novels, and was nominated for the Nobel Prize in 2006.  His new memoir is, “And The 
Rest is History: Tales of Hostages, Arms Dealers, Dirty Tricks, and Spies” and will be 
released on 30 August 2022. 
 
Joe Biden tests negative for COVID-19, isolating until 2nd negative. 
Florida Politics, 6 August 2022 
Associated Press 
https://floridapolitics.com/archives/544791-joe-biden-tests-negative-for-covid-19-
isolating-until-2nd-negative/ 
--  Biden, 79, came down with the virus a second time three days after he had emerged 
from isolation from his initial bout with COVID-19, reported on July 21.  There have 
been rare rebound cases documented among a small minority of those, who like Biden, 
were prescribed the anti-viral medication Paxlovid, which has been proved to reduce the 
risk of serious illness and death from the virus among those at highest risk. 
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Biden disputes Saudi version of talks with crown prince on Khashoggi 
The Washington Post, 18 July 2022 
Annabelle Timsit, Tyler Pager and Cleve R. Wootson Jr. 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2022/07/18/biden-saudi-khashoggi-
mohammed-salman/ 
--  President Biden, fresh off a controversial visit to Saudi Arabia over the weekend, 
accused a senior government official there of not telling the truth about a discussion 
he had with Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman about the 2018 murder of 
journalist Jamal Khashoggi.  It was the latest controversy to emerge from Biden’s 
first visit as president to the kingdom, which Biden once promised to make a  
“pariah” over Khashoggi’s killing and other human rights abuses.  Critics back home 
argued that Biden’s trip was a public relations win for Saudi Arabia that delivered 
little for the United States. 
 
Democrats are stuck with Biden in 2024 
Las Vegas Sun, 18 July 2022 
Tom Wrobleski 
https://lasvegassun.com/news/2022/jul/18/democrats-are-stuck-with-biden-in-2024/ 
--  With President Joe Biden’s poll numbers cratering, there’s talk that some Democrats 
don’t want him to seek a second term in the White House.  Barring an act of God, 
they’re not going to get their wish.  Democrats got their wish in 2020: Biden beat Trump 
and became president.  Now some would throw him over the side.  They should think 
twice. 
 
For the good of the country, Biden shouldn’t run again 
The Lebanon Reporter, 18 July 2022 
https://www.reporter.net/opinion/columns/for-the-good-of-the-country-biden-shouldnt-
run-again/article_7cc77a8e-06ae-11ed-ae21-27c7357fdb66.html 
--  Perhaps the best decision Joe Biden could make as president is to stand down.  It 
would be a welcome act of statesmanship and self-awareness if the 79-year-old presi-
dent dropped the insistence that he’s running for a second term, and instead announced 
sometime after the November midterms that he isn’t running again.  He was too old to 
run in 2020 but made his way into the office he had coveted for decades by default.  
The country’s experience with a 78-and 79-year old president hasn’t been pretty.  Just 
wait until Biden is 82 (at the time of his theoretical second inauguration), or 84 (after the 
second midterms), or 86 (at the end of his second term). 
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Glenn Greenwald explains media shift against Biden: ‘Democrats are petrified’ 
he’s going to run again 
Fox News, 18 July 2022 
Joseph A. Wulfsohn, Kristen Altus 
https://www.foxnews.com/media/glenn-greenwald-explains-media-shift-against-biden-
democrats-petrified 
--  Greenwald told Fox News in an interview last week that “The concerns about his 
cognitive decline emanated not from supporters of Bernie Sanders nor from supporters 
of Donald Trump, they came from these kinds of inside DC strategists and operatives 
who in 2019 were petrified that Biden would win the Democratic nomination basically by 
inertia-through name recognition, and from having been Obama’s vice-president.  
Greenwald called it “fascinating” that there has been no mention of Vice-President 
Kamala Harris as a possible standard bearer for Democrats in 2024. 
 
Inflation drives President Biden’s approval rating below what it ever was for 
Donald Trump 
Fortune, 18 July 2022 
Will Daniel 
https://fortune.com/2022/07/18/inflation-president-biden-approval-rating-lower-donald-
trump/ 
--  Sky-high gasoline and food prices have left President Biden’s approval rating in 
tatters this summer.  Just 36% of Americans now say they approve of how Biden is  
handling the presidency, marking the worst rating of his tenure, CNBC’s July All-
American Economic Survey shows.  Biden’s approval rating has dropped 12 points 
since this time last year and is now 1 point lower than former President Donald Trump’s 
worst rating. 
 
White House Weddings Through the Years 
Town&Country, 17 July 2022 
Emily Burack 
https://www.townandcountrymag.com/society/politics/g40604858/white-house-wedding-
history-photos/ 
--  Joe Biden’s granddaughter Naomi Biden will have a White House wedding reception 
in November. Since the White House opened in 1800, there have been 18 weddings 
and four receptions at the presidential residence.  Typically, only close members of the 
First Family or close staff, like Official White House Photographer Peter Souza, who 
married Patti Lease in the Rose Garden in October 2013, have been able to marry at 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue.  The last member of a president’s family to have a wedding 
reception (or wedding) at the White House was President George W. Bush’s daughter 
Jenna Bush, who married Henry Hager in May 2008 in Crawford, Texas, followed by a 
reception in the White House in June 2008. 
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Ranking Presidents Is a Game, Not a Science 
The Bulwark, 15 July 2022 
David Head 
https://www.thebulwark.com/ranking-presidents-is-a-game-not-a-science/ 
--  And historians who advise presidents should remember the limits of their expertise. 
The latest scholarly ranking of presidents is out, courtesy of the Siena College Re-
search Institute’s “presidential expert poll.” Conducted periodically since 1982, the sur-
vey purports to offer a rigorous, data-driven appraisal of presidential leadership.  This 
year Franklin D. Roosevelt came out on top, with Andrew Johnson on the bottom.  
There is nothing wrong with asking historians to assess the past.  But historians should 
strive to be clear about when they are venturing beyond their true expertise and sharing 
advice and ideas less as historians than as concerned, politically engage citizens. 
 
Former President Barack Obama was nominated for an Emmy 
The Atlanta Journal-Constitution, 14 July 2022 
Morayo Ogunbayo 
https://www.ajc.com/life/celebrities/former-president-barack-obama-was-nominated-for-
an-emmy/CQDV5QE5AZA6VHJ2TZ5DQL2GEU/ 
--  The 44th president received a nomination in the outstanding narrator category for his 
work on the Netflix series, “Our Great National Parks.”  The show was produced as part 
of a deal between Netflix and President Obama’s production company, Higher Ground, 
which he started with his wife, Michelle Obama. 
 
Quincy plans center to honor Presidents Adams and Quincy Adams 
Wbur, 13 July 2022 
Philip Marcelo, The Associated Press 
https://www.wbur.org/news/2022/07/13/adams-presidential-center-plans-quincy 
--  Officials announced the formation of a new nonprofit foundation to raise money and 
oversee the design and construction of the Adams Presidential Center honoring the 
former presidents, as well as former first ladies Abigail Adams and Louisa Catherine 
Adams. Mayor Thomas Koch has also asked the Boston Public Library to transfer John 
Adams collection of more than 3000 books to the city to serve as the focal point of the 
project.   
 
The Monday After: Visiting the new McKinley Room 
CantonRep.com/The Repository, 11 July 2022 
Gary Brown 
https://www.cantonrep.com/story/news/2022/07/11/monday-after-visiting-new-mckinley-
room/10011881002/ 
--  The new compact storage unit recently placed in the new McKinley Room of the 
Ramsayer Research Library in Wm. McKinley Presidential Library & Museum will 
protect archives relating to the former president.  It was paid for by a donation from a 
man who organized a tour group that visited the museum, Jackson McBroom of 
Virginia, and with matching funds from the Hoover Foundation. 
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When a first-term Democratic president struggles, people talk about Jimmy Carter 
NPR, 10 July 2022 
Ron Elving 
https://www.npr.org/2022/07/10/1110486735/when-a-first-term-democratic-president-
struggles-people-talk-about-jimmy-carter 
--  Jimmy Carter was the only Democratic president since the 1800s that the voters sent 
packing after just four years.  Presidential scholars now generally rate him in the middle 
ranks of U.S. presidents.  When he left office four decades ago he was down to 34% 
approval in the Gallup Poll and lost in a landslide to Ronald Reagan in 1980. 
 
Justice Gorsuch Cancels Woodrow Wilson 
REASON, 5 July 2022 
Josh Blackman 
https://reason.com/volokh/2022/07/05/justice-gorsuch-cancels-woodrow-wilson/# 
--  As a general matter, conservatives oppose cancel culture.  They will defend to the 
hilt most historical figures who do not meet progressive standards.  Washington, Jeffer-
son, and Madison must be saved.  But there is one President that conservatives, as well 
as liberals, are happy to destroy: Woodrow Wilson.  The first footnote of Justice 
Gorsuch’s concurrence in West Virginia v. EPA opens fire on Wilson:  It is vital because 
the framers believed that a republic—a thing of the people—would be more likely to en-
act just laws than a regime administered by a ruling class of largely unaccountable 
“ministers.”  The Federalist No. 11 (A. Hamilton). The article expresses the idea that in 
Wilson’s eyes, the mass of the people were “selfish, ignorant, timid, stubborn, or fool-
ish.” To Wilson, our Republic “tr[ied] to do too much by vote.” 
 
Hayes President Museum getting ready to celebrate Christmas in July 
The Blade, 4 July 2022 
Nancy Gagnet 
https://www.toledoblade.com/local/community-events/2022/07/04/hayes-presidential-
museum-getting-ready-to-celebrate-christmas-in-july/stories/20220704092 
--  Santa will make a summer visit to the Rutherford B. Hayes Presidential Library & 
Museums.  I honor of Christmas in July, Kris Kringle, as Santa was known during Presi-
dent Hayes’ day, will visit the Hayes Home veranda from noon to 2 p.m. on July 23.  
Visitors are welcome to stop by to share their wish list and take photos with him. 
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Head to Plymouth Notch to celebrate Calvin Coolidge’s 150th birthday 
Burlington Free Press, 2 July 2022 
Dan D’Ambrosio 
https://www.burlingtonfreepress.com/story/life/2022/07/02/president-coolidges-150th-
birthday-is-coming-on-the-4th-of-july/65364677007/ 
-- Vermont’s own Calvin Coolidge was born in Plymouth Notch in 1872.  A Vermont Na-
tional Guard delegation will lead a march to the Plymouth Notch Cemetery, where a 
birthday wreath from the White House will be placed at Coolidge’s gravesite.  Coolidge 
served as the 30th president of the United States from 1923 to 1929, taking the place of 
predecessor Warren Harding when Harding dies unexpectedly from a heart attack and 
Coolidge was vice president.  Coolidge, a Republican, then won the 1924 election. 
 
END 


