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The middle turns on Biden 
The Washington Post, 3 September 2021 
Aaron Blake 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2021/09/03/middle-turns-biden/ 
--  For the first time in either his presidency or the 2020 campaign, Biden suddenly finds 
middle-of-the-road Americans turning against him.  And it has driven his approval 
ratings underwater for the first time.  A Washington Post-ABC News poll now show a 
majority – 51 percent – of America adults now disapprove of his job performance, while 
44 percent approve. 
 
Reagan’s Tax Cut Just Turned 40 – And It’s Still The Most Important Tax Reform 
Since World War II 
Forbes, 3 September 2021 
Joseph Thorndike, Contributor 
https://www.forbes.com/sites/taxnotes/2021/09/03/reagans-tax-cut-just-turned-40---and-
its-still-the-most-important-tax-reform-since-world-war-ii/?sh=5068d9bc5d14 
--  Ronald Reagan made tax cuts the centerpiece of his 1980 presidential campaign, 
and after winning the election, he made good on his promise.  The Economic Recover 
Tax Act (ERTA), was the biggest tax cut in American history, and reshaped the federal 
tax system for decades to come. 
 
The Afghan Fiasco Will Stick to Biden 
The Wall Street Journal, 2 September 2021 
Peggy Noonan 
https://www.wsj.com/articles/afghanistan-withdrawal-fiasco-biden-mcchrystal-gates-
holbrooke-obama-military-taliban-11630612285 
--  It hit at his reputational core.  He no longer comes across as empathetic, much less 
serious.  August changed things; it wasn’t just a bad month.  It left a lingering, still head-
shaking sense of “This isn’t how we do things.” 
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Joe Biden’s Crisis Moment Has Arrived 
Vanity Fair, 30 August 2021 
Eric Lutz 
https://www.vanityfair.com/news/2021/08/joe-biden-crisis-moment-has-arrived-
afghanistan-covid-ida 
--  Biden’s approval ratings are slipping with the president now polling at an average of 
47 percent.  The confluence of several events (poorly executed withdrawal from 
Afghanistan, Hurricane Ida, the pandemic) have created a pivotal moment for the 
president as his administration scrambles to balance priorities. 
 
Biden Ran on Competence and Empathy.  Afghanistan Is Testing That. 
The New York Times, 20 August 2021 
Peter Baker 
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/08/20/us/politics/biden-afghanistan-withdrawal.html 
--  For most of the last week, in the fires of the worst foreign policy crisis of his young 
administration, the president who won the White House on a promise of competence 
and compassion has had trouble demonstrating much of either. 
 
Former President Trump Claims He ‘Single-Handedly’ Made Decision To Move 
Space Command Out Of Colorado 
CBS4Denver, 20 August 2021 
Anica Padilla 
https://denver.cbslocal.com/2021/08/20/president-donald-trump-claims-single-handedly-
made-decision-move-space-command-colorado-alabama/ 
--  Trump, speaking on a radio show based in Alabama, reportedly said he “single-
handedly” made the call to relocate the headquarters of U.S. Space Command from 
Peterson Space Force Base in Colorado Springs to Redstone Arsenal in Huntsville, 
Alabama.  Now Gov. Jared Polis is urging the federal government to “restore integrity to 
the process.” 
 
Supreme Court refuses to block construction of Obama library in Chicago 
CNBC, 20 August 2021 
Kevin Breuninger 
https://www.cnbc.com/2021/08/20/supreme-court-refuses-to-block-construction-of-
obama-library-in-chicago.html 
--  The Supreme Court denied an advocacy group’s request to temporarily halt 
construction of the Barack Obama Presidential Center in a Chicago park.  Chicago-
based nonprofit Protect Our Parks, along with some residents, argued that the library 
would cause “serious environmental impacts” to Jackson Park on the Chicago’s South 
Side.  Trump appointee Justice Amy Coney Barrett denied the petition for an injunction 
without referring the case to the full nine-member court. 
 
 
 



U.S. Presidents Reference Library – Research Bibliography 

3 

Donald Trump Hints at 2024 Run: ‘A Lot of People Are Going to Be Very Happy’ 
Newsweek, 19 August 2021 
Darragh Roche 
https://www.newsweek.com/donald-trump-hints-2024-presidential-run-people-very-
happy-1620893 
--  Towards the end of a Newsmax interview, Trump stated “So, look, I love this country.  
I hate what’s happening to it.  I hate it.”  “And we’re not gonna have a country anymore 
if it keeps going like this week,” he said.  “We’re a laughing stock all over the world and I 
think a lot of people are going to be very happy (If he runs).” 
 
Poll: Donald Trump would lose Florida to Joe Biden if election were held today 
Florida Politics, 18 August 2021 
Jacob Ogles 
https://floridapolitics.com/archives/451231-poll-donald-trump-could-lose-florida-to-joe-
biden-if-election-were-held-today/ 
-- A poll of Florida voters shows Donald Trump, nine months after winning Florida’s 
electoral votes, would lose the state today.  The St. Pete Polls survey commissioned by 
Florida Politics indicates Florida voters, right now, favor sitting President Joe Biden 48% 
to 47% of voters in Trump’s adopted home state. 
 
Joe Biden’s Kabul Is Not Gerald Ford’s Saigon 
Politico, 17 August 2021 
Joshua Zeitz 
https://www.politico.com/news/magazine/2021/08/17/kabul-biden-afghanistan-ford-
saigon-505552 
--  Afghanistan is not Vietnam, and it is not at all clear that Biden will suffer the same 
political consequences as Ford.  The Vietnam War was a sharply polarizing event that 
defined politics in the late 1960s and early 1970s.  It pierced the victory culture that had 
defined the U.S. since World War II.  Not so the war in Afghanistan. 
 
6 Political Takeaways For President Biden From The Chaotic Afghanistan 
Withdrawal 
NPR, WAMU 88.5, 17 August 2021 
Domenico Montanaro 
https://www.npr.org/2021/08/17/1028329119/biden-kabul-withdrawal-political-
consequences 
-- If there’s one thing an American president doesn’t want to see, it’s the kind of pictures 
that have played out on cable news of the chaos in Kabul—crowded runways of people 
desperate to get out, with some hanging from the outsides of U.S. cargo planes and, for 
those lucky enough to get in, crammed on the floor.  There are humanitarian concerns 
facing the Afghan people.  But the disorganization and confusion of President Biden’s 
full U.S. military withdrawal of Afghanistan have also put him in a political hole. 
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Donald Trump calls for President Biden to resign. 
New York Daily News, 16 August 2021 
Brian Niemietz 
https://www.nydailynews.com/news/national/ny-donald-trump-joe-biden-resign-
20210816-jiqzcac4vjf3xfapk3eoyeakli-story.html 
--  “It is time for Joe Biden to resign in disgrace for what he has allowed to happen to 
Afghanistan, along with the tremendous surge in COVID, the Border catastrophe, the 
destruction of energy independence, and our crippled economy,” Trump reportedly 
wrote in his statement. 
 
George W. Bush warned consequences of US military leaving Afghanistan would 
be ‘unbelievably bad’ last month 
Austin-American-Statesman, 16 August 2021 
Nate Chute 
https://www.statesman.com/story/news/2021/08/16/troops-afghanistan-taliban-george-
bush-war-military-withdrawal/8151482002/ 
--  As Taliban forces began to take over cities in Afghanistan in July, former President 
George W. Bush expressed concern about plans for the U.S. withdrawing from the 
country 20 years after he ordered the invasion of the country. Regarding the withdrawal 
he stated in an interview with Deutsche Welle last month that he thought the withdrawal  
was bad and, “… I think the consequences are going to be unbelievably bad.” 
 
The Afghanistan Debacle: How Bush, Obama, Trump, and Biden Bamboozled the 
American Public 
Mother Jones, 16 August 2021 
David Corn 
https://www.motherjones.com/politics/2021/08/the-afghanistan-debacle-this-land-sneak-
peek/ 
--  The Taliban takeover in Afghanistan and the calamitous collapse of Kabul are the 
result of years of American failure to understand that nation and that war—and 
immense failure that was covered up by the administrations of George W. Bush, Barack 
Obama, and Donald Trump. 
 
Joe Biden is facing a crisis of competence 
CNN politics, 16 August 2021 
Chris Cillizza 
https://www.cnn.com/2021/08/16/politics/joe-biden-afghanistan-border-masks-covid-
19/index.html 
--  At the heart of Joe Biden’s 2020 presidential campaign was a single word: 
competence.  Seven months into his first term, however, Biden is faced with nothing 
short of a crisis of that competence, best on a number of fronts with developments that 
it appears all of his experience and know-how didn’t prevent. 
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Behold Barack Antoinette 
The New York Times, 14 August 2021 
Maureen Dowd, Opinion Columnist 
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/08/14/opinion/barack-obama-birthday.html 
--  A scathing review of the former President’s big, lavish, new-money party at his 
sprawling mansion on the water” because he wanted to seem cool”.  Discussion of the 
last-minute list of uninvited guests, many who were die-hard supporters of the former 
presidents’ presidential campaigns. 
 
Jenna Ellis Doubles Down on Calls to Impeach Joe Biden 
Newsweek, 9 August 2021 
Jacob Jarvis 
https://www.newsweek.com/jenna-ellis-impeach-biden-comments-1617400 
--  Jenna Ellis, a former senior legal advisor to Donald Trump during his White House 
tenure, has stood by her suggestion that President Joe Biden should be impeached. 
Speaking on Newsmax, to which she is a regular contributor, Ellis criticized Biden’s 
actions in regard to immigration at the southern border and also questions the new 
eviction moratorium backed by the White House. 
 
Winona LaDuke Feels That President Biden Has Betrayed Native Americans 
The New York Times Magazine, 6 August 2021 
David Marchese 
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2021/08/09/magazine/winona-laduke-interview.html 
--  “I have had the highest hopes for the Biden administration,” LaDuke says, “only to 
have them crushed.”  Expresses her concerns that Biden’s hellbent on destroying 
Ojibwe people by allowing the Canadian oil-and-gas-transport company Enbridge to 
build and expansion of a pipeline to carry oil through fragile parts of the state’s 
watershed as well as treaty-protected tribal lands. 
 
Wisconsin Mural of Barack Obama Vandalized Beyond Repair 
People, 3 August 2021 
Greta Bjornson 
https://people.com/politics/wisconsin-mural-of-barack-obama-vandalized-beyond-repair/ 
--  The outdoor artwork, which was painted in Madison, Wisconsin by Dane Arts Mural 
Arts, featured portraits of the former president and first lady against a blue background 
with the words “Respect”, “Empower”, and “Include” between them.  Last year, another 
Obama mural was vandalized in Chicago.  Other similar incidents have occurred in 
Houston, Texas and Birmingham, Alabama. 
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Kosovo Honours Late Son of U.S. President Biden 
U.S. News and World Report (by Reuters), 1 August 2021 
https://www.usnews.com/news/world/articles/2021-08-01/kosovo-honours-late-son-of-
us-president-biden 
--  Kosovo’s president on Sunday awarded a medal to the late son of U.S. President Joe 
Biden for his service in building the country’s justice system after war ended more than 
two decades ago.  Beau Biden worked in Kosovo after the 1998 war, helping to train 
local prosecutors and judges for the Organization for Security and Co-operation in 
Europe.  The former Delaware Attorney General died in 2015 of cancer aged 46. 
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Biden’s infrastructure win overshadowed by new virus surge 
Associated Press, 31 July 2021 
Jonathan Lemire 
https://apnews.com/article/joe-biden-business-health-coronavirus-pandemic-voting-
rights-2f36a335360b9d6151783487a56e162a 
--  Biden’s triumph on the infrastructure bill was overshadowed by the surging delta 
variant of the coronavirus that has forced the restoration of mask guidelines, imperiled 
the nation’s economic recover and threatened Biden’s central promise that he would 
lead the US out of the pandemic. 
 
Why We Are Still Living in Ronald Reagan’s America 
Newsweek, 28 July 2021 
H.W. Brands 
https://www.newsweek.com/2021/08/06/why-we-are-still-living-ronald-reagans-america-
1613723.html 
--  Article discusses Reagan’s humor and good-timing, and his first inaugural address 
where he opposed Franklin Roosevelts New Deal and suggested “in the present crisis, 
government is not the solution to our problem; government is the problem.”  His tax cuts 
and deregulation were applauded and led to his reelection in 1984. 
 
Cuba protesters in Washington want President Biden to do more to pressure the 
regime. 
Miami Herald, 26 July 2021 
Alex Daugherty 
https://www.miamiherald.com/news/nation-
world/world/americas/cuba/article253018708.html 
--  Thousands of protesters gathered outside the White House to mark the 26th of July 
national holiday in Cuba.  The protesters were calling on Joe Biden to increase pressure 
on Cuba after historic pro-democracy protests on the island. 
 
What Joe Biden’s 1988 White House Rivals Think of Him Now 
New York Magazine, 25 July 2021 
Gabriel Debenedetti 
https://nymag.com/intelligencer/2021/07/what-joe-bidens-1988-white-house-rivals-think-
of-him-now.html 
-- Dick Gephardt: He was a great public speaker in 1988, but I never new about his 
stutter problem.  Gary Hart: He was a transitional figure in those days, with one foot in 
the traditional Democratic camp.  Michael Dukakis: I always liked him. He was lucky, 
that he withdrew because of what happened to him physically later.  He’s alive and well 
today because of it. 
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Joe Biden’s Vietnam, Then and Now 
The Wall Street Journal, 19 July 2021 
William McGurn 
https://www.wsj.com/articles/joe-biden-vietnam-war-afghanistan-withdrawal-george-w-
bush-11626729633 
--  George W. Bush is right.  Leaving Afghanistan like this is a mistake. “The Taliban is 
not the North Vietnam Army.  There’s going to be no circumstances where you’ll see 
people being lifted off the roof of an Embassy of the United States from Afghanistan.” 
 
Trump is Telling His Dinner Pals He’s Planning to Run for President in 2024 
Rolling Stone, 19 July 2021 
Andy Kroll 
https://www.rollingstone.com/politics/politics-news/trump-run-president-2024-twitter-
campaign-1198912/ 
-- In conversations with a least 3 people, a top GOP source says, Trump has said he 
wants another run at the White House. 
 
Joe Biden can forger successful infrastructure deal by following Dwight D. 
Eisenhower’s interstate highway plan 
The Topeka Capital-Journal, 16 July 2021 
David Nichols 
https://www.cjonline.com/story/opinion/2021/07/16/dwight-d-eisenhowers-interstate-
highway-plan-good-model-follow-joe-biden-infrastructure/7940942002/ 
--  The proposal would constitute the most significant infrastructure legislation since 
1956, when President Eisenhower persuaded Congress to approve building an 
interstate highway system. 
 
Limited Power for the World’s Most Powerful Man 
U.S. News & World Report, 16 July 2021 
Susan Milligan 
https://www.usnews.com/news/the-report/articles/2021-07-16/joe-biden-has-limited-
power-to-force-his-agenda 
-- The presidential bully pulpit is crumbling and that leaves President Joe Biden with few 
options to advance his agenda.  Includes a comparison to Biden and Lyndon Johnson 
as vice presidents. 
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Fans cheer, chant ‘USA’ as former President Donald Trump enters T-Mobile Arena 
for UFC 264 
USA Today, 11 July 2021 
Jordan Mendoza 
https://www.usatoday.com/story/sports/mma/2021/07/10/donald-trump-cheered-ufc-
264-mcgregor-poirier/7927529002/ 
--  Just before the main event of UFC 264 between Conor McGregor and Dustin Poirier, 
former President Donald Trump walked into the even to a roar of cheers inside T-Mobile 
Arena on Saturday night.  Despite the mainly pro-Trump crowd, there were some faint 
boos sprinkled in throughout.  However, they were quickly drowned out as multiple “U-
S-A” chants broke out. 
 
Voters Chose Boring Over Bombast.  They Got Biden’s Penchant for 
Pontificating. 
The New York Times, 11 July 2021 
Michael D. Shear 
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/07/11/us/politics/biden-speeches.html 
--  As the president travels the country pitching his plan for spending trillions of dollars to 
reshape the American economy, he is facing a rhetorical reality that has long plagued 
his predecessors: There is a vast difference between explaining and inspiring, and Mr. 
Biden—who was recently called the “explainer in chief” by his press secretary—often 
struggles to reach the potential oratorical heights of the office he holds. 
 
Jimmy Carter, Wife Rosalynn Celebrate 75 Years of Marriage 
U.S. News & World Report, 10 July 2021 
Associated Press 
https://www.usnews.com/news/politics/articles/2021-07-10/jimmy-carter-wife-rosalynn-
celebrate-75-years-of-marriage 
--  “I want to express particular gratitude for being the right woman that I chose for my 
wife,” Carter said at a 75th wedding anniversary celebration in his hometown of Plains, 
Georgia.  About 300 friends and family members attended the event at Plains High 
School, part of which was livestreamed. 
 
When JFK hosted Pakistan’s president at Mount Vernon 
Brookings, 6 July 2021 
Bruce Riedel 
https://www.brookings.edu/blog/order-from-chaos/2021/07/06/when-jfk-hosted-
pakistans-president-at-mount-vernon/ 
--  First Lady Jacqueline Kennedy convinced her husband to host the summit at Mount 
Vernon between President Kennedy and President Mohammad Ayub Khan.  Pakistan 
was an important partner for the U.S. in 1961, linked by treaty to the containment of the 
Soviet Union and China. 
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C-SPAN experts like Ike. Kansan Dwight D. Eisenhower lands at No. 5 spot on 
Presidential Historians Survey. 
The Topeka Capital-Journal, 2 July 2021 
Deb Goodrich 
https://www.cjonline.com/story/opinion/2021/07/02/kansas-historian-helped-develop-
latest-presidential-historians-survey-dwight-d-eisenhower/7840848002/ 
--  With each new administration, C-SPAN has asked historians and professional 
observers of the presidency to rank the presidents on 10 leadership qualities.  This is 
the fourth survey since 2000, and while the criteria have remained the same, the 
participants have fluctuated.  This year, 142 participants participated and placed James 
Buchanan to the bottom.  Eisenhower moved up the rung to number 5, while in past 
years he was No. 9 (2000), No. 8 (2009), No 5 (2017). 
 
How Two Great Friends Overcame Politics 
The Wall Street Journal, 1 July 2021 
Peggy Noonan 
https://www.wsj.com/articles/how-two-great-friends-overcame-politics-11625178766 
--  A review of historian Gordon Wood’s “Friends Divided: John Adams and Thomas 
Jefferson” (2017), the story of two great men whose deep friendship was sundered over 
politics and later repaired. 
 
‘Not a healthy environment’: Kamala Harris’ office rife with dissent 
Politico, 1 July 2021 
Christopher Cadelago, Daniel Lippman and Eugene Daniels 
https://www.politico.com/news/2021/06/30/kamala-harris-office-dissent-497290 
--  In interviews, 22 current and former vice-presidential aides, administrative officials 
and associates of Harris and Biden described a tense and at times dour office 
atmosphere.  Often, they said, she refuses to take responsibility for delicate issues and 
blames staffers for the negative results that ensue. 
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To Know George Washington Is Not Necessarily to Love him.  Just Ask Historian 
Alexis Coe. 
Mother Jones, 25 June 2021 
Becca Andrews 
https://www.motherjones.com/media/2021/06/you-never-forget-your-first-alexis-coe-
george-washington-summer-reads/ 
--  A review and discussion with Alexis Coe on her new, thoroughly researched 
biography of the first president, You Never Forget Your First.  What sets the book apart 
is how Coe delves into Washington’s slaveholder status and examines Mount Vernon 
as a forced labor camp. 
 
Removing Teddy Roosevelt’s statue is the worst kind of pandering 
CNN Opinion, 24 June 2021 
Scott Jennings 
https://www.cnn.com/2021/06/24/opinions/teddy-roosevelt-statue-removal-pandering-
jennings/index.html 
--  The New York City American Museum of Natural History will remove the statue of 
Theodore Roosevelt from its entrance after objections that is symbolizes colonial 
expansion and racial discrimination.  
 
Joe Biden’s ‘Incompetence’ Making It Easy for Trump to Win in 2024 – Eric Trump 
Newsweek, 23 June 2021 
Khaleda Rahman 
https://www.newsweek.com/joe-biden-eric-trump-incompetence-easy-win-2024-
election-1603205 
--  On a conservative news network Newsmax, Eric Trump suggested former president 
Donald Trump would easily defeat Biden in the next presidential election.  He also said 
that criminal probes of his father  were attempts to disqualify his father from running 
again. 
 
Stilled Life: The Hands and Face of Abraham Lincoln by Leonard Volk 
Art Institute Chicago, 22 June 2021 
Annelise K. Madsen 
https://www.artic.edu/articles/931/stilled-life-the-hands-and-face-of-abraham-lincoln-by-
leonard-volk 
--  They are three separate bronzes, cast at scale.  The head has the appearance of a 
heavy mask, its edges trace the hairline, the curves of the ears, the silhouette of the 
jawbone, and a sliver of the neck.  The eyes are neither open nor closed, but rather 
absent, mere smudges of material.  The clenched hands each have their own 
personality, with wrinkly folds of skin, palpable veins, and an abruptly disembodied 
state.  Together, they make for an uncanny presence.  The life casts were made in the 
spring of 1860 by sculptor Leonard Volk. 
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Commentary: Michael Reagan—President Biden’s lose-lose summit strategy 
myjournalcourier, 21 June 2021 
Michael Reagan 
https://www.myjournalcourier.com/opinion/article/Commentary-Michael-Reagan-
President-16261519.php 
--  The G7 was a useless three-day publicity stunt for mediocre prime ministers and 
presidents, but Biden’s meeting with Putin in Geneva was the diplomatic disaster it was 
predicted to be.  Russia and Putin got everything they wanted – and paid nothing for it.  
Plus, they got it all before Biden even left the ground in Washington. 
 
President Biden’s Dog Champ Dies At Age 13 
NPR, 19 June 2021 
Elena Moore 
https://www.npr.org/2021/06/19/1008356025/champ-joe-biden-dog-dies-white-house-
german-shepherd 
--  Champ Biden, one of two German shepherds belonging to President Biden and his 
family has died, the president and first lady Jill Biden announced later Saturday 
morning.  “Our hearts are heavy today,” the Biden’s wrote in a statement, adding that 
the dog had died at their home in Delaware.   
 
I always wanted to be a writer, but doubted my ability to do it: Bill Clinton 
The Times of India, 18 June 2021 
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/life-style/books/features/i-always-wanted-to-be-a-
writer-but-doubted-my-ability-to-do-it-bill-clinton/articleshow/83632824.cms 
--  Talking about the books that influenced his writing, he said, “From my senior year in 
college to my first year in law school, I read five books that made me think it was worth 
a try, including, ‘North Toward Home’ by Willie Morris; ‘The Confessions of Nat Turner’ 
by William Styron; ‘You Can’t Go Home Again’ by Thomas Wolfe.  He has written two 
novels, an autobiography, and a non-fiction book. 
 
Secretary Blinken’s Call with President Carter 
Mirage, 18 June 2021 
As Stated by Spokesperson Ned Price 
https://www.miragenews.com/secretary-blinkens-call-with-president-carter-580284/ 
--  Secretary of State Anthony J. Blinken spoke with former President Jimmy Carter 
today about the deteriorating situation in Nicaragua.  Blinken thanked Carter for his 
efforts to promote democracy and human rights throughout the world, including in 
Nicaragua. 
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Former U.S. President Obama says ruling shows healthcare law ‘here to stay’ 
Reuters, 17 June 2021 
https://www.reuters.com/article/usa-court-obamacare-obama/former-us-president-
obama-says-ruling-shows-healthcare-law-here-to-stay-idUSW1N2NC05S 
--  Former President Obama said the U.S. Supreme Court’s ruling on Thursday that the 
2021 Affordable Care Act, his signature health care law that is knows as Obamacare, “is 
here to stay,” and urged Americans to sign up for coverage. 
 
Mr. President, Meet the Law 
Wall Street Journal, 17 June 2021 
Kimberley A. Strassel 
https://www.wsj.com/articles/mr-president-meet-the-law-11623968931 
--  The 50-50 Senate could derail Joe Biden’s legislative agenda.  But the other potent 
antagonist is – the law.  A federal judge in Louisiana this week blocked the Biden’ 
administration’s use of an executive order to impose a moratorium on new oil and gas 
leases on federal land.  This followed last week’s decision by a federal judge in 
Wisconsin to impose a nationwide temporary restraining order on a program in the 
Democrat’s Covid-relief bill that provided loan forgiveness only to black and other 
minority farmers.  Other examples are included in the article of judicial decisions that 
are restricting the president’s executive powers. 
 
Remarks by President Biden at Signing of the Juneteenth National Independence 
Day Act 
The White House, 17 June 2021 
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/speeches-remarks/2021/06/17/remarks-by-
president-biden-at-signing-of-the-juneteenth-national-independence-day-act/ 
--  The president expressed pleasure that Democrats and Republicans came together to 
commemorate the signing with overwhelming bipartisan support.  He stated that, “In 
short, this day doesn’t just celebrate the past; it calls for action today.” 
 
The Many Successes of Jimmy Carter – and His Ultimate Failure 
The New York Times, 15 June 2021 
Timothy Naftali 
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/06/15/books/review/kai-bird-the-outlier-jimmy-
carter.html?login=email&auth=login-email 
--  A review of “The Outlier-The Unfinished Presidency of Jimmy Carter” by Kai Bird. 
 
A look at the queen’s history-making visits with American presidents 
CBS News, 13 June 2021 
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/queen-elizabeth-history-making-visits-with-american-
presidents/ 
--  President Biden and first lady Jill Biden shared afternoon tea with Queen Elizabeth II 
at Windsor Castle on Sunday.  In her nearly 70-year reign, Queen Elizabeth may have 
met more U.S. presidents than anyone else alive today. 
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Five Best: Books on Abraham and Mary Lincoln 
The Wall Street Journal, 11 June 2021 
Michael Burlingame 
https://www.wsj.com/articles/five-best-books-on-abraham-and-mary-lincoln-
11623422485 
--  The list includes “Mrs. Abraham Lincoln”, W.A. Evans (1932), and “Mrs. Lincoln and 
Mrs. Keckly”, Jennifer Fleischner (2003). 
 
George W. Bush’s Painting Teacher Shows What He Can Do With A Quilt In A 
New Exhibition 
Forbes, 11 June 2021 
Brienne Walsh 
https://www.forbes.com/sites/briennewalsh/2021/06/11/george-w-bushs-painting-
teacher-shows-what-he-can-do-with-a-quilt-in-a-new-exhibition/?sh=6646aca650a6 
--  “He (Bush) was actually a great student”, Sedrick Huckaby stated in an interview.  
“He listened, and he was very quick in terms of applying things that I was telling him.”  
Huckaby’s latest exhibition of paintings is open through 5 December at the Blanton 
Museum of Art. 
 
Lucky number: Biden is 13th US president to meet the queen 
AP, 11 June 2021 
Danica Kirka and Darlene Superville 
https://apnews.com/article/government-and-politics-donald-trump-joe-biden-europe-
entertainment-b76d5a50e4282b71dc99cf13697136c9 
--  Biden, accompanied by wife, Jill, met the monarch, making her acquaintance Friday 
night at a reception at an indoor rainforest that she and the royals held for leaders 
attending a summit in Cornwall of the world’s seven largest economies.  Biden had 
previously met the queen in 1982 when he was a U.S. senator. 
 
Reporter’s notebook: How Biden’s 5 predecessors fared on NATO stage 
The Christian Science Monitor, 11 June 2021 
Howard LaFranchi 
https://www.csmonitor.com/USA/Foreign-Policy/2021/0611/Reporter-s-notebook-How-
Biden-s-5-predecessors-fared-on-NATO-stage 
--  Over the past three decades, Europe increasingly plays second fiddle to Asia in 
America’s National Strategic Orchestra.  What stands out – a young, smooth-talking Bill 
Clinton with a saxophone; a George W. Bush charm offensive that fell flat; an aloof 
Barack Obama, and a NATO-disdaining Donald Trump. 
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The Letter in Which Lincoln Debated the Morality of Slavery With Himself 
Time, 10 June 2021 
Ronald C. White 
https://time.com/6072503/president-lincoln-letter-slavery/ 
--  Abraham Lincoln wrote countless private notes for his eyes only—scribbled words to 
capture ideas and insights about the myriad problems and issues he faced.  He left 
them undated, untitled, and unsigned.  The author has just written a book “Lincoln In 
Private” which include 111 surviving notes written by Lincoln, including topics related to 
his thoughts on slavery. 
 
With An Eye To History, Biden And Johnson Try To Rekindle The ‘Special 
Relationship’ 
NPR, WAMU 85, 10 June 2021 
https://www.npr.org/2021/06/10/1004531683/with-an-eye-to-history-biden-and-johnson-
try-to-rekindle-the-special-relationshi 
--  Biden and Johnson signed a 21st century version of the historic Atlantic Charter 
during their first meeting in Carbis Bay, England.  The document is a symbolic nod to 
the original charter signed in 1941 by President Franklin Roosevelt and British Prime 
Minister Winston Churchill. 
 
Angelo State University Security Studies professor publishes new book on 
Ronald Reagan, 7th book overall 
Concho Valley homepage.com, 9 June 2021 
https://www.conchovalleyhomepage.com/news/local-news/angelo-state-university-
security-studies-professor-publishes-new-book-on-ronald-raegan-7th-book-overall/ 
--  Dr. Kenneth J. Heineman has published his seventh book, titled “The Reagan 
Revolution and the Rise of the New Right.”  The book explores how a Hollywood upstart 
and eventual conservative leader became one of the most successful and influential 
presidents in U.S. history, and helped to define the end of the Cold War. 
 
Unilateral Presidential Wars 
The Harvard Law Record, 3 June 2021 
Louis Fisher 
http://hlrecord.org/unilateral-presidential-wars/ 
--  In placing the power to declare war on Congress, the Framers recognized that in 
some instances the President may have to respond to sudden attacks, particularly when 
Congress is out of session.  In more recent decades, Presidents have chosen to seek 
authority not from Congress but from the U.N. Security Council and NATO allies.  This 
article discusses the dispute that arose during the Quasi War from 1798 to 1800, when 
John Adams was the President. 
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Perrysburg changes name of Harrison Rally Day after learning the president 
owned slaves 
WTOL11, 2 June 2021 
Emily Cohen 
https://www.wtol.com/article/news/local/perrysburg-harrison-rally-day-slavery/512-
fdb18b88-0c23-496c-9bf3-411db2116acd 
--  The Perrysburg’s (Ohio) fall festival is back after a year off due to COVID-19, but with 
a new, more inclusive name.  The chamber of commerce had a year to review its 
historical relevance to former president William Henry Harrison.  Because his father and 
grandfather were slave holders the name of the rally will be changed back to the 
“Positively Perrysburg Fest”. 
 
Biden ‘finishing the job’ my administration started, Obama says 
The Guardian, 1 June 2021 
Martin Pengelly 
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2021/jun/01/biden-obama-finishing-the-job-
president 
--  Obama said of Biden’s tenure, “It’ll be an interesting test’.  Also, “Trump benefited 
from the economic stability we initiated. 
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Biden Pays Tribute to Nation’s War Dead on Memorial Day Weekend 
Voice of America, 30 May 2021 
https://www.voanews.com/usa/biden-pays-tribute-nations-war-dead-memorial-day-
weekend 
--  President Joe Biden paid tribute Sunday to the nation’s war dead on the eve of his 
first Memorial Day as the country’s commander-in-chief.  “We must remember the price 
that was paid for our liberties,” Biden said at the War Memorial Plaza near the Delaware 
Memorial Bridge.  “My heart is torn in half by the grief.” 
 
Death-place of Ulysses S. Grant reopens to public as historic landmark 
NCPR (North Carolina Public Radio), 28 May 2021 
Ryan Finnerty 
https://www.northcountrypublicradio.org/news/story/43853/20210528/death-place-of-
ulysses-s-grant-reopens-to-public-as-historic-landmark 
--  Just in time for Memorial Day, New York State has a new historic landmark dedicated 
to Ulysses S. Grant, who led the Union Army to victory in the closing years of the civil 
war and went on to become the 16th President of the United States.  Grant was also a 
one-time resident of the North Country, stationed in Sackets Harbor following the 
Mexican American War. 
 
Pulitzer Prize-Winning Biographer Kai Bird Shows Former US President Jimmy 
Carter as a Man Ahead of His Times 
popmatters, 26 May 2021 
Zachary J. Lechner, Ph.D. 
https://www.popmatters.com/kai-bird-jimmy-carter-biography 
--  “Carter is perhaps our most enigmatic president,” writes Kai Bird in the prologue to 
The Outlier: The Unfinished Presidency of Jimmy Carter.  The book is part of a slate of 
recent works, including Carter presidential aide Stuart Eizenstat’s President Carter: The 
White House Years (2018) and journalist and historian Jonathan Alter’s His Very Best: 
Jimmy Carter, A Life (2020) that have attempted to not only decode Carter but also 
demonstrate that he was a far more accomplished president than is generally thought. 
 
Ronald Reagan Presidential Library officially reopens after COVID closure 
FOXBusiness, 26 May 2021 
Connell McShane 
https://www.foxbusiness.com/politics/ronald-reagan-presidential-library-officially-
reopens-covid-closure 
--  The Simi Valley, California library, the most visited of the country’s 13 presidential 
exhibitions and archives, finally reopened to visitors on Wednesday.  The library and 
museum were ordered shut on March 13, 2020 by the National Archives and Records 
Administration (NARA) because of the outbreak of COVID-19. 
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President Joe Biden removes Trump appointees from US Commission of Fine 
Arts 
The Art Newspaper, 25 May 2021 
Wallace Ludel 
https://www.theartnewspaper.com/news/biden-removes-trump-appointees-from-us-
commission-of-fine-arts 
--  The CFA is an advisory board that provides artistic counsel to Congress, the 
President, and government departments.  The four commissioners who were dismissed 
are believed to have helped shape a controversial Trump executive order  which 
mandated that all federal buildings be built in the Neoclassical style. 
 
53% of Republicans view Trump as true U.S. president 
Reuters, 24 May 2021 
https://www.reuters.com/world/us/53-republicans-view-trump-true-us-president-
reutersipsos-2021-05-24/ 
-- A majority of Republicans still believe Donald Trump won the 2020 U.S. presidential 
election and blame the loss to Joe Biden on illegal voting, according to a new 
Reuters/Ipsos opinion poll.  A May 17-19 poll found 53% of Republicans believe Trump, 
their party’s nominee, is the “true president” now, compared to 3% of Democrats and 
25% of all Americans. 
 
Bill Clinton & James Patterson Share Excerpt from Thriller, The President’s 
Daughter 
People, 20 May 2021 
Sandra Sobiera Westfall 
https://people.com/politics/bill-clinton-james-patterson-excerpt-from-thriller-the-
presidents-daughter/ 
--  The President’s Daughter, by Bill Clinton and James Patterson, is not on sale until 
June 7.  But the co-authors, who chatted this week with PEOPLE about their joint 
pandemic project, are giving PEOPLE readers an exclusive first look with the following 
excerpt.  They previously wrote The President Is Missing in 2018. 
 
New Harding museum in Marion offers ‘second look’ at Ohio’s most maligned 
president 
cleveland.com, 20 May 2021 
Susan Glaser 
https://www.cleveland.com/travel/2021/05/new-harding-museum-in-marion-offers-
second-look-at-ohios-most-maligned-president.html 
--  A worldwide health pandemic, an economic recession and an immigration crisis—
they all greeted President Warren G. Harding when he arrived at the White House in 
early 1921.  Sherry Hall, long-time manager of the museum says Harding “was the right 
president at the right time,” a bridge leader into the modern era of government that 
followed his time in office. 
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Review: The unexpected collaboration between President Kennedy and Henry 
Cabot Lodge Jr. 
America, The Jesuit Review, 20 May 2021 
Nicholas D. Sawicki 
https://www.americamagazine.org/arts-culture/2021/05/20/henry-cabot-lodge-
biography-review-brahmin-240632 
--  In his new biography of Lodge, The Last Brahmin, Luke Nichter paints the picture of 
a man who seems to be temporarily misplaced but at the same time very much of the 
moment.  Kennedy called on Lodge to take over operations in South Vietnam in 1963.  
Lodge later served as ambassador to West Germany under President Johnson, and 
then as personal representative of President Nixon and Ford to the Holy See. 
 
A disabled president’s memorial still isn’t fully accessible to disabled visitors, a 
new report finds 
The Washington Post, 19 May 2021 
Theresa Vargas 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/fdr-memorial-braille-
unreadable/2021/05/19/530030fe-b8d7-11eb-a5fe-bb49dc89a248_story.html 
--  The Braille at the FDR memorial in Washington, DC is not easily readable, nor are 
the barriers placed around broken fountains easily detectable by a person who depends 
on a white cane to get around.  The FDR Memorial Legacy Committee will be released 
on 20 May 2021. 
 
Can President Biden go the distance 
The Brookings Register (South Dakota), 19 May 2021 
David Shribman 
https://brookingsregister.com/article/can-president-biden-go-the-distance 
-- For years, Democrats looked at Biden and then turned away.  Now they regard him 
as the savior of the party and perhaps even the country.  He had better hope that no 
Senate Democrat perishes.  Because if one does, he will find himself with Herbert 
Hoover, in compound hell. 
 
George W. Bush: ‘Iranian influence’ is behind Hamas attacks on Israel 
New York Post, 19 May 2021 
Steven Nelson 
https://nypost.com/2021/05/19/george-w-bush-iranian-influence-behind-hamas-attacks-
on-israel/ 
--  Former President George W. Bush said in a new interview on Fox News that Iran 
helped spur the Hamas terrorist group to attack Israel.  “I think the best approach with 
regard to Iran is to understand that their influence is dangerous for world peace,” he 
said. 
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Barack Obama Shares the Moment That Discouraged His Daughters from 
Running for Office 
Harpers Bazaar, 18 May 2021 
Sabrina Park 
https://www.harpersbazaar.com/culture/politics/a36463441/barack-obama-daughters-
not-running-for-office/ 
--  “Having Secret Service guys follow them when they were going out on dates I think 
probably has shut down their interest in public service,” the former president revealed to 
James Corden. 
 
Billionaire Donald Trump, former US president who declined salary, accepts 
pension 
Moneycontrol, 18 May 2021 
https://www.moneycontrol.com/news/business/billionaire-donald-trump-former-us-
president-who-declined-salary-accepts-pension-report-6905821.html 
-  Trump has received over $65,000 in pension since he left the post after Joe Biden’s 
victory.  Trump’s net worth is estimated at $2.4 billion, according to Forbes. 
 
In Biden White House, the Celebrity Staff Is a Thing of the Past 
The New York Times, 18 May 2021 
Annie Karni 
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/05/18/us/politics/biden-white-house-celebrity-staff.html 
--  President Biden is surrounded by less of a cult of personality than his two immediate 
predecessors.  It is the least personality-driven West Wing in decades.  Aides say Mr. 
Biden does not like profiles of his staff in the news media, but he is eager to see his 
cabinet secretaries on television defending his policies. 
 
Under Biden, America ‘Now No Longer Wants Or Needs God’ 
Christianity Daily, 18 May 2021 
Sarah Mae Saliong 
http://www.christianitydaily.com/articles/11889/20210517/under-biden-america-now-no-
longer-wants-or-needs-god.htm 
--  Contrasts President Biden 2021 National Day of Prayer Proclamation with Former 
Democrat President Harry Truman’s 1952 Proclamation.  Biden became the first 
president in modern history to exclude God from the Proclamation. 
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Presidents have had varied locations for retreats to unwind from pressures of 
White House 
The Virginia Gazette, 17 May 2021 
Dr. Jonathan L. Stolz 
https://www.dailypress.com/virginiagazette/opinion/va-vg-ed-stolz-presidential-retreats-
0512-20210517-t7lvhedgona4hlx7p2x3eqcpnm-story.html 
--  All U.S. presidents have sought refuge from politics and the constraints of the White 
House by escaping to seaside homes, cabins in the woods or other havens.  “Like so 
many Americans, presidents find that getting away from the job is a way to rejuvenate 
themselves and to connect with what is real and truly important in their lives,” writes 
Kenneth Walsh in his book, “From Mount Vernon to Crawford.” 
 
Joe Biden appears powerless when it comes to dealing with Mideast crisis 
The Globe and Mail, 16 May 2021 
David Shribman 
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/world/article-joe-biden-appears-powerless-when-it-
comes-to-dealing-with-israel/ 
--  For almost exactly four months, people have been telling Joe Biden that he was the 
most powerful person on Earth.  Now, with conflict raging between Israelis and 
Palestinians, he is discovering that he is virtually powerless to effect change in an 
important area.  Mr. Biden has appointed no ambassador to Israel, which sits at the 
center of the crisis. 
 
The Many Blunders of the Secret Service—and the Dangers They Pose to U.S. 
Presidents 
The New York Times, 16 May 2021 
Chris Whipple 
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/05/16/books/review/carol-leonnig-zero-fail.html 
--  A review of “Zero Fail, The Rise and Fall of the Secret Service” by Carol Leonnig.  A 
devastating catalog of jaw-dropping incompetence, ham-fisted mismanagement and 
frat-boy bacchanalia. Zero Fail is published by Random House (560pp). 
 
Joe Biden staff reveal what it’s like to work for the US President 
News.com.au, 15 May 2021 
https://www.news.com.au/world/north-america/us-politics/joe-biden-staff-reveal-what-its-
like-to-work-for-the-us-president/news-story/477e23c419768fbbe47680fbaf23e2cd 
--  US President Joe Biden has a short fuse and is obsessed with minor details that 
means decisions take a long time, according to interviews with dozens of current and 
former policy advisors.  The New York Times has revealed how President Biden makes 
decisions now he is leading the country—with revelations that it takes him an 
extraordinary amount of time to make a final call. 
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‘If you don’t marry, come over’:  JFK love letters to Swedish mistress fetch $88K 
CNN, 14 May 2021 
Megan C. Hills 
https://www.cnn.com/style/article/jfk-mistress-love-letters-auction/index.html 
--  A series of love letters, handwritten by then Senator Kennedy to his Swedish 
mistress, sold at a Boston auction house Wednesday.  The letters were addressed to 
Gunilla von Post, an aristocrat he met weeks prior to his 1953 marriage to Jacqueline 
Bouvier. 
 
Palo Alto Players goes live with ‘Tea for Three’ 
The Daily Journal, 14 May 2021 
Judy Richter 
https://www.smdailyjournal.com/arts_and_entertainment/palo-alto-players-goes-live-
with-tea-for-three/article_4357d926-b513-11eb-9a83-4bfe64bc0d85.html 
--  Celebrating its 90th season, the company is presenting “Tea for Three, Lady Bird, Pat 
and Betty” by Eric H. Weinberger and Elaine Bromka.  These first ladies occupied the 
White House during the tumultuous period period between 1963 and 1977.  Patrick 
Klein directed the 75-minute, intermissionless play. 
 
Petaluma’s Past: McKinley assassination at stormy center of 1901 
Argus Courier, 13 May 2021 
Skip Sommer, Argus-Courier Columnist 
https://www.petaluma360.com/article/entertainment/petalumas-past-mckinley-
assassination-at-stormy-center-of-1901/ 
--  An account of McKinley’s assassination in 1901, other president’s who have been 
killed in office, and the succession of Teddy Roosevelt, who himself survived an 
assassin’s attack 11 years later.  It notes that 1901 was also the year the U.S. Stock 
Market’s first crash occurred, labeled “The Panic Of 1901”. 
 
US Department of Education Announces 161 Students from Across the Country 
As 2021 US Presidential Scholars 
U.S. Department of Education, 13 May 2021 
https://www.ed.gov/news/press-releases/us-department-education-announces-161-
students-across-country-2021-us-presidential-scholars 
--  U.S. Secretary of Education Dr. Miguel Cardona today announced the 57th class of 
U.S. Presidential Scholars, recognizing 161 high school seniors for their 
accomplishments in academics, the arts, and career and technical education fields.  Of 
the 3.6 million students expected to graduate from high school this year, more than 
6,000 candidates qualified fo the 2021 awards determined by outstanding performance 
on the College Board SAT or ACT exams or through nominations by Chief State School 
Officers, other partner recognition organizations and the National YoungArts 
Foundation’s nationwide YoungArts program. 
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10 Facts About ‘Atlantic Crossing’ Princess Mӓrtha of Sweden 
GBH 89.7 (Boston), 13 May 2021 
Andrea Wolanin 
https://www.wgbh.org/programs/2021/05/13/10-facts-about-atlantic-crossing-princess-
martha-of-sweden 
--  Various facts about the Princess, played by Sofia Helen, including: she volunteered 
with the American Red Cross working in hospitals and accompanying Eleanor 
Roosevelt to give speeches to Red Cross rallies; James Roosevelt said that there was a 
“real possibility” that the Princess and FDR had a romantic relationship; a statue of the 
Crown Princess stands outside the Norwegian embassy in Washington, D.C.; her son, 
Harald V, ascended to the throne in 1991, succeeding his Father Olav. 
 
Biden fumbles attempt to please everyone with tepid response to Mideast 
violence 
The Times of Israel, 12 May 2021 
Jacob Magid 
https://www.timesofisrael.com/biden-fumbles-attempt-to-please-everyone-with-tepid-
response-to-mideast-violence/ 
--  US blocks passage of Security Council statement criticizing both sides, but neither 
Israel nor Palestinians impressed--other allies of administration slam hands-off 
approach. 
 
Joe Biden Will Receive His First White House Physical ‘Later This Year’ 
People, 12 May 2021 
Sean Neumann 
https://people.com/politics/joe-biden-will-receive-his-first-white-house-physical-later-this-
year/ 
--  Both Donald Trump and Barack Obama similarly received their first checkups about 
one year into their presidencies.  Biden, is the oldest U.S. president to hold office, at 78, 
received his last physical in December 2019, when his physician reported he was a 
“healthy, vigorous, 77-year-old-male, who is fit to successfully execute the duties of the 
Presidency.” 
 
Liz Cheney vows to prevent Trump from becoming president again after ousting 
ABC7 Chicago, 12 May 2021 
Alan Fram and Kevin Freking, Associated Press 
https://abc7chicago.com/politics/house-gop-ousts-trump-critic-liz-cheney-from-top-post-
/10618446/ 
--  House Republicans ousted Rep. Liz Cheney from her post as the chamber’s No. 3 
GOP leader on Wednesday, punishing her after she repeatedly rebuked former 
President Donald Trump for his false claims of election fraud and his role in inciting the 
Jan. 6 Capitol attack. GOP Lawmakers complained that Cheney’s offense wasn’t her 
view of Trump, but her persistence in publicly expressing it, undermining the unity they 
want party leaders to display in advance of next year’s elections, when they hope to win 
House control. 
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Trump slams Biden’s ‘weakness,’ lack of support for Israel 
The Times of Israel, 12 May 2021 
https://www.timesofisrael.com/trump-slams-bidens-weakness-lack-of-support-for-israel/ 
--  Amid intense fighting between IDF and Palestinian terror groups, former US 
president says his term was “Peace Presidency,’ successor making world ‘more violent 
and more unstable.’ 
 
Lane: Biden and the Youngsters 
The Dartmouth, 11 May 2021 
Thomas Lane 
https://www.thedartmouth.com/article/2021/05/lane-biden-and-the-youngsters 
--  The Biden Administration must do more to pass its agenda or risk midterm upsets. 
Biden promised much when running in 2020, but has failed to get many meaningful 
initiatives passed by Congress.  If this trend continues, he puts his party at risk in 2022. 
 
Jimmy Carter and Wife Rosalynn Are Planning 75th Anniversary Party This 
Summer: ‘Incredible Milestone’ 
People, 11 May 2021 
Diane Herbst 
https://people.com/politics/jimmy-carter-and-wife-rosalynn-planning-75th-wedding-
anniversary-party/ 
--  The longest-married presidential couple in U.S. history will hold a party in their 
hometown of Plains, Georgia.  They were wed on 7 July 1946 at a Methodist church in 
Plains when Carter was 21 and Rosalynn was 19, following his graduation from the U.S. 
Naval Academy. 
 
Presidential siblings can frequently be a source of pride or embarrassment to 
office holders 
The Virginia Gazette, 11 May 2021 
Dr. Jonathan L. Stolz 
https://www.dailypress.com/virginiagazette/opinion/va-vg-ed-stolz-presidential-siblings-
0512-20210511-lyhotwyhgbecjotzshyc6ni22m-story.html 
--  A 2009 Wall Street Journal article notes that “few parts of a president’s life contain as 
many amusing, slightly sordid anecdotes as their siblings’ behavior.”  Four chief 
executives were only children, but all had half siblings. The remaining commanders in 
chief had approximately 223 full sisters and brothers.  References to Grant’s brother 
Orvil who was involved in several scandals, Billy Carter’s hijinks, and Roger Clinton’s 
notorious debacles. 
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Repeating the New Deal’s Old Mistakes 
FFE, Foundation for Economic Education, 11 May 2021 
Lawrence W. Reed 
https://fee.org/articles/repeating-the-new-deal-s-old-mistakes/ 
-- FDR’s New Deal teaches lessons that we’d all do well to remember today.  In the 
midst of the Great Depression, many Americans put common sense aside and accepted 
Franklin Roosevelt’s beguiling promises.  But decades later, we know that those 
promises were rooted in politics, not economics, and that the New Deal was nothing 
more than a series of expensive blunders. 
 
Stacey Abrams, Hillary Clinton and Why Politicians Write Fiction 
Wall Street Journal, Magazine, 11 May 2021 
Mark Yarm 
https://www.wsj.com/articles/stacey-abrams-hillary-clinton-politicians-write-fiction-
11620736905 
--  With upcoming novels from Stacey Abrams, Bill Clinton and Hillary Clinton, it’s worth 
asking why some politicians are drawn to writing fiction in the first place, including; 
Abrams While Justice Sleeps, Bill Clinton and James Patterson’s The President’s 
Daughter, and Hillary Clinton and Louse Penny’s State of Terror. 
 
When it comes to India, President Biden wants to avoid being like Roosevelt 
The Washington Post, 11 May 2021 
Julien Reiman 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/outlook/2021/05/11/when-it-comes-india-president-
biden-wants-avoid-being-like-roosevelt/ 
--  Franklin Roosevelt’s handling of a major public health crisis in India shows what not 
to do.  President Biden can learn from Franklin D. Roosevelt’s actions during India’s 
1943 Bengal Famine where he deferred assisting Bengali farmers who continued to 
perish into 1944-1945. 
 
FDR and the re-creation of America 
CBS/Sunday Morning, 10 May 2021 
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/fdr-and-the-recreation-of-america/ 
--  Long lines for food, for relief; fear and despair, the memories of the Great Depression 
are present during the COVID era.  The struggle is not new.  In 1933, newly-elected 
President Franklin Delano Roosevelt confronted 25 percent unemployment, the collapse 
of banking, and sweeping poverty.  His response would reshape the way the country 
thought about itself, its president, and democracy. 
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Former presidential advisor Julian Read dies in Austin 
KVUE, ABC, 10 May 2021 
KVUE News Staff 
https://www.kvue.com/article/news/local/former-presidential-advisor-julian-read-dies-
austin/269-65e92514-ac20-431a-9cc4-60453e10694f 
--  Read, who is known as being the first person to deliver the media briefing after 
President John F. Kennedy’s assassination, also served as advisor to presidents 
Eisenhower, Johnson, Nixon, Ford, Reagan and George H.W. Bush.  He was an 
eyewitness to the assassination of Kennedy in Dallas in 1963. 
 
Former VVSD head featured in President Bush’s immigration book 
The San Diego Union-Tribune, 10 May 2021 
Gary Warth 
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/news/homelessness/story/2021-05-10/former-
vvsd-head-feature-is-president-bushs-immigration-book 
--  Kim Mitchell served as president and CEO of Veterans Village of San Diego from 
2017 to 2020.  She is a Vietnamese immigrant and is humbled to be featured in Bush’s 
book of painted portraits alongside Czechoslovakian immigrant Madeleine Albright and 
German immigrant Henry Kissinger. 
 
How Jimmy Carter’s Presidency Was Really ‘Ahead of His Time,’ According to 
New Documentary 
People, 10 May 2021 
Diane Herbst 
https://people.com/politics/jimmy-carter-legacy-reexamined-in-new-documentary/ 
--  “What his legacy is, is someone who was a peacemaker and a person of faith and 
someone who told the truth and did what he thought was best,”  Carter’s grandson 
Jason tells PEOPLE 
 
Bill Clinton, Dan Quayle guests at final 2021 Panetta Lecture Series event 
Monterey Herald, 9 May 2021 
James Herrera 
https://www.montereyherald.com/2021/05/08/bill-clinton-dan-quayle-guests-at-final-
2021-panetta-lecture-series-event/ 
--  The fourth and final installment of the 2021 Leon Panetta Lecture Series will have 
former President Bill Clinton and former Vice President Dan Quayle as guest speakers 
in the forum “Restoring Trust in the Presidency: Can We Heal Our Political Divide?” 
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‘He’s like an upside-down iceberg’: historian Jon Meacham on Joe Biden 
The Guardian, 9 May 2021 
David Smith in Washington, Interview 
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2021/may/09/jon-meacham-joe-biden-fdr 
--   In March, Jon Meacham put together a meeting between Biden and a group of fellow 
historians at the White House that lasted more than two hours.  What did he learn about 
the 46th president?  “Like and upside-down iceberg, you see most of it and that’s not 
spin: there’s just not a lot of mystery to Joe Biden.”  “So, I think people should take him 
at his world..he is straightforward.” 
 
Pete du Pont, Ex-Delaware Governor Who Ran for President, Dies at 86 
The New York Times, 9 May 2021 
Robert D. McFadden 
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/05/09/obituaries/pete-du-pont-dead.html 
--  Bored with working at his family’s chemical company, Mr. du Pont entered politics 
and led and economic turnaround of his debt-ridden home state.  He announced his 
candidacy for the 1988 Republican presidential nomination.  He served three terms in 
Congress and two terms as governor of Delaware. 
 
Trump wouldn’t be the first ex-president to run again-but he might be the last 
Salon, 9 May 2021 
Matthew Rozsa 
https://www.salon.com/2021/05/09/trump-wouldnt-be-the-first-ex-president-to-run-again-
-but-he-might-be-the-last/ 
--  Grover Cleveland is the only one who actually pulled it off-but a Trump restoration 
would be entirely different.  It is entirely conceivable that Trump could become the first 
ex-president since Cleveland to be elected to another term, given the potential effects of 
voter suppression laws and the ardor of his supporters. 
 
What Joe Biden Learned from Ronald Reagan About Governing 
Washington Monthly, 9 May 2021 
Chris Matthews 
https://washingtonmonthly.com/2021/05/09/what-joe-biden-learned-from-ronald-reagan-
about-governing/ 
--  The president understands the importance of serving your base and passing bills that 
really matter to them.  The elements of Biden’s governing politics that clearly match the 
Reagan White House record of 1981 include: Honor your partisan base, focus, audacity, 
and speed. 
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Politico Playbook: How the threats to Biden’s presidency got real this week 
Politico, 8 May 2021 
Ryan Lizza 
https://www.politico.com/newsletters/playbook/2021/05/08/how-the-threats-to-bidens-
presidency-got-real-this-week-492776 
--  Biden’s success tackling the economy, the pandemic and the passage of his 
legislative agenda could still go sideways.  News reports on all subjects have suggested 
problems in all three areas. 
 
President Joe Biden is failing the nation when it comes to COVID leadership 
New York Post, 8 May 2021 
By Post Editorial Board, Opinion 
https://nypost.com/2021/05/08/president-joe-biden-failing-us-when-it-comes-to-covid-
leadership/ 
--  A Kaiser Family Foundation poll just found that 20 percent of unvaccinated adults 
changed their minds about getting jabbed because of the doubt caused by the feds’ 
sudden, evidence-ignoring 10-day suspension of the Johnson & Johnson vaccine which 
did serious damage in terms of vaccine hesitance.  Biden actually suggested one of the 
FDA-approved vaccines was “questionable.”  No wonder confidence in all the shots has 
dropped. 
 
Historic James A. Garfield home reopening for public tours on June 1 
News 5/ABC Cleveland, 7 May 2021 
Kaylyn Hlavaty 
https://www.news5cleveland.com/news/local-news/oh-lake/historic-james-a-garfield-
home-reopening-for-public-tours-on-june-1 
--  The historic James A. Garfield Home, located at 8095 Mentor Ave., will open to the 
public beginning 1 June.  The entrance fee for the historic site is $10 per persons 16 
and older. 
 
It Took the Democrats Half a Century to Rediscover Trickle-Up Economics 
The New Republic, 7 May 2021 
Bruce Bartlett 
https://newrepublic.com/article/162334/trickle-up-economics-biden-lbj-democrats 
--  While Republicans cling to trickle-down delusions, Bide is reviving a philosophy of 
growth that the part hasn’t embraced since LBJ. 
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Lindsey Graham: GOP can’t ‘move forward without President Trump’ 
The Hill, 7 May 2021 
Jordan Williams 
https://thehill.com/homenews/senate/552287-lindsey-graham-gop-cant-move-forward-
without-president-trump 
--  Senator Graham (R-S.C.) made the comments during an interview on Fox News.  
The comment comes as Republicans seek to remove their third-ranking House 
Member, Rep. Liz Cheney (R-Wyo.), from her leadership post amid her continued 
criticisms of former president Donald Trump. 
 
Mary Ball Washington, George’s single mother, often gets overlooked – but she’s 
well worth saluting 
The Conversation, 7 May 2021 
https://theconversation.com/mary-ball-washington-georges-single-mother-often-gets-
overlooked-but-shes-well-worth-saluting-160237 
--  On Mother’s Day, it is important and poignant to recall the hard life of Mary Ball 
Washington, who struggled – mostly alone – to raise our Founding Father.  Historians 
have left us with inaccurate and mostly unpleasant accounts of her long laborious years. 
 
The One Book Stacey Abrams Would Require the President to Read 
The New York Times, 7 May 2021 
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/05/07/books/review/stacey-abrams-by-the-book-
interview.html 
--  Stacey Abrams, the Georgia politician and romance writer, whose latest novel is the 
thriller “While Justice Sleeps” recommends “Master of the Senate,” by Robert Caro.  
She stated it is “a seminal work on the nature of power, the limits of the presidency and 
the awesome demands politics make on the soul.” 
 
There is no presidential mandate to remake America 
The Brookings Register (South Dakota), 7 May 2021 
Byron York 
https://brookingsregister.com/article/there-is-no-presidential-mandate-to-remake-
america 
--  Does President Joe Biden have a mandate to rebuild the United States? To remake 
American capitalism? To reshape the role of government? The president’s Democratic 
supporters say yes.  But the results of the election that brought Biden to office say no. 
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U.S. President Biden says he is confident he can meet Russia’s Putin soon 
Reuters, 7 May 2021 
Steve Holland 
https://www.reuters.com/world/us/biden-says-hes-confident-he-will-be-able-meet-putin-
soon-2021-05-07/ 
--  President Joe Biden said on Friday he expected to be able to meet Russian 
President Vladimir Putin soon and the White House said ongoing differences between 
the United States would not need to be resolved in advance of a summit.  Biden told 
reporters at the White House he wanted to meet Putin despite Russia’s build-up of 
military forces near Ukraine. 
 
William Henry Harrison Presidential Silver Medal Released 
CoinNews.net, 7 May 2021 
Darrin Lee Unser 
https://www.coinnews.net/2021/05/07/william-henry-harrison-presidential-silver-medal-
released/ 
--  William Henry Harrison spent his life moving in and out of politics and military affairs.  
One of his most famous military encounters was the 1811 Battle of Tippecanoe against 
Tecumseh’s confederacy where he earned the nickname “Old Tippecanoe”.  He won 
the U.S. Presidency in 1840, but became ill and died after only 31 days in office, making 
him the shortest serving President. 
 
Biden is rediscovering America’s lost soul with his spending spree 
The Sydney Morning Herald (Australia), 6 May 2021 
Ambrose Evans-Pritchard 
https://www.smh.com.au/business/the-economy/biden-is-rediscovering-america-s-lost-
soul-with-his-spending-spree-20210506-p57pak.html 
--  Opinion.  Joe Biden has embraced Nordic socialism with breathtaking speed and 
more than a hint of pietistic fervour, but there is nothing “un-American” about this 
Leftward lurch.  A review of presidents who have demonstrated socialist preferences 
and tendencies to put business first in their decisions. 
 
Liz Cheney’s fall shows that Trump is here to stay 
CNN politics, 6 May 2021 
Stephen Collinson 
https://www.cnn.com/2021/05/06/politics/liz-cheney-donald-trump-gop/index.html 
--  The unmistakable message of Liz Cheney’s downfall is that Donald Trump will be a 
dominant figure in the Republican Party—and by extension American life—most likely 
for years to come.  The Wyoming Republican congresswoman is about to lose her No. 3 
House leadership post after a lonely defense of the truth that last year’s election was 
not stolen and that Trump incited a riot in the US Capitol to try to overthrow it. 
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Blair House Getting $1.8 Mil Overhaul After VP Harris Moves Out 
TMZ, 5 May 2021 
https://www.tmz.com/2021/05/05/presidents-guest-blair-house-2-million-overhaul-
kamala-harris/ 
--  Blair House, the president’s guest house, is set for an HVAC replacement among 
other substantial upgrades over the next year.  The house includes 4 distinct buildings 
merged into one with a total of 119 rooms, which are used to hosting former Presidents 
and other dignitaries. 
 
Former President Trump endorses Elise Stefanik for GOP conference chair 
NBC 5 (Vermont), 5 May 2021 
https://www.mynbc5.com/article/former-president-trump-endorses-new-york-elise-
stefanik-for-gop-conference-chair/36340893 
--  Trump issued a statement giving his “COMPLETE and TOTAL Endorsement” to Rep. 
Elise Stefanik of New York to replace Cheney.  Stefanik, a 36-year-old Trump loyalist 
who’s played an increasingly visible role within the GOP responded by thanking Trump 
for his 100% support and commenting that “We are unified and focused on FIRING 
PELOSI & WINNING in 2022!”  Cheney is the daughter of former Vice President Dick 
Cheney. 
 
Sen. Wicker labels President Biden’s first 100 days ‘a rush toward socialism’ 
WLBT/3 NBC (Jackson, MS), 5 May 2021 
Josh Carter 
https://www.wlbt.com/2021/05/05/sen-wicker-labels-president-bidens-first-days-rush-
toward-socialism/ 
--  Senator Roger Wicker is expressing dissatisfaction with President Joe Biden’s first 
100 days in office.  In a press release, the Republican senator cited Biden’s planned 
multi-trillion-dollar infrastructure package whose added social programs Wicker said 
would “fulfill the wildest dreams of socialist Senator Bernie Sanders.” 
 
Why there’s talk about China starting a war with Taiwan 
Vox, 5 May 2021 
Alex Ward 
https://www.vox.com/22405553/taiwan-china-war-joe-biden-strategic-ambiguity 
--  If a war breaks out over Taiwan, President Biden may be forced into a decision no 
American president since 1979 has wanted to make. Outgoing commander of US 
Forces in the Indo-Pacific region, Navy Admiral Philip Davidson, told US lawmakers in 
March that he believes Beijing will attempt a takeover of Taiwan, which it considers part 
of mainland China, within the next six years.  Davidson’s successor, Navy Admiral John 
Aquilino, expressed a similar concern days later. 
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‘Decades ahead of his time’: history catches up with visionary Jimmy Carter 
The Guardian, 4 May 2021 
Megan Mayhew Bergman 
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2021/may/03/jimmy-carter-climate-change-
carterland-film-biography 
--  Comments attributed to Carter’s grandson, Jason Carter.  A spate of recent 
biographies and documentaries shows a renewed interest in the former president. 
Recent biographer Jonathan Alter calls Carter “perhaps the most misunderstood 
president in American history”. 
 
Facebook and Trump are at a turning point in their long, tortured relationship 
The Washington Post, 4 May 2021 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/technology/2021/05/04/trump-facebook-relationship-
history/ 
-  Facebook’s Oversight Board is expected to announce a  decision Wednesday on 
whether to reinstate the former president’s account. 
 
Gov. Stitt signs bill designating highway in honor of former President Thomas 
Jefferson 
Oklahoma News 4/NBC, 4 May 2021 
Hicham Raache 
https://kfor.com/news/oklahoma-legislature/gov-stitt-signs-bill-designating-highway-in-
honor-of-former-president-thomas-jefferson/ 
--  Oklahoma Highway 69 will officially be known later this year as the Historic Jefferson 
Highway Route.  The state highway will honor the third U.S. president.  The highway 
spans from Kansas to Texas borders and is the oldest highway to pass through 
Oklahoma. 
 
How presidents sidestep the Senate’s ‘advice and consent’ on nominees 
Yale News, 4 May 2021 
Mike Cummings 
https://news.yale.edu/2021/05/04/how-presidents-sidestep-senates-advice-and-
consent-nominees 
--  A recent study by Yale political scientist Christina M. Kinane shifts the focus away 
from the prospects or fate of individual nominees to examine the frequent instances 
when presidents intentionally leave positions vacant or fill them with interim appointees, 
who can then wield authority for lengthy periods without Senate confirmation. 
 
Biden’s North Korea Policy Is More Realistic Than Trump’s.  That’s a Low Bar. 
Slate, 3 May 2021 
Fred Kaplan 
https://slate.com/news-and-politics/2021/05/biden-north-korea-denuclearization-
kim.html 
--  The new approach is cleareyed, rational, and still based on the pipe dream of 
denuclearization. 
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Republicans push back against President Biden’s spending plans 
Oklahoma’s News 4 NBC, 3 May 2021 
Basil John 
https://kfor.com/news/republicans-push-back-against-president-bidens-spending-plans/ 
--  The president proposes to spend about $4.5 trillion on infrastructure and social 
programs combined.  After President Biden’s joint address to Congress, Republicans 
say they can’t back his two massive spending plans. 
 
Richard Nixon, the Yankees, and the 1972 presidential election stretch run 
Pinstripe Alley (SBNATION), 3 May 2021 
Kevin Winterhalt 
https://www.pinstripealley.com/2021/5/3/22415998/yankees-history-richard-nixon-
mickey-mantle-election 
--  Based on research at the Richard Nixon Presidential Library, the author believes that 
baseball and football were Nixon’s favorite sports.  He also used them for political 
purposes.  In the months that led to the election of 1972, Nixon’s ties to the Yankees 
were featured prominently in the news. 
 
The battle cry for a post-Trump GOP? 
Deseret News, 3 May 2021 
Peter Wehner 
https://www.deseret.com/2021/5/3/22400547/the-battle-cry-for-a-post-trump-gop-
abraham-lincoln-marjorie-taylor-greene-mitt-romney-spencer-cox 
--  The Republican Party’s own history offers a path forward.  The road forward for the 
GOP starts with leaders and voters who show integrity, act courageously and speak 
words of truth in the face of political mendacity.  Wehner worked in the Reagan and 
George H.W. bush administrations and was a senior adviser in the George W. Bush 
White House. 
 
The First Inauguration 
The Mint Hill Times (North Carolina), 3 May 2021 
Stu Lockerbie 
https://www.minthilltimes.com/columns/americas-godly-heritage/the-first-inauguration/ 
-- Washington was significantly cognizant of the role he would play in setting the 
example for Presidents who would follow him, as he contemplated his remarks to be 
made and the ceremony of the first inauguration in New York City on 30 April 1789. 
His remarks urged the country to place their reliance upon the God of the Bible, and he 
led Congress in a parade to St. Paul’s Chapel where they all listened to a Christian 
sermon and had prayer service. 
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What Did Biden Know about the Coming Border Surge, and When Did He Know 
It? 
Center for Immigration Studies (CIS), 3 May 2021 
Andrew R. Arthur 
https://cis.org/Arthur/What-Did-Biden-Know-about-Coming-Border-Surge-and-When-
Did-He-Know-It 
--  Criticism about Biden’s handling of the Southwest border.  Report that the incoming 
Biden team received intelligence that the border was about to heat up, with a surge of 
migrants reaching historically high proportions, but did not respond.  He either was 
blindsided because he did not know that unaccompanied alien children were illegally 
entering the U.S., or deliberately put off dealing with the matter. 
 
Biden stakes claim to being America’s most pro-union president ever 
The Guardian, 2 May 2021 
Steven Greenhouse 
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2021/may/02/joe-biden-unions 
--  Just over 100 days into his presidency Joe Biden is showing that he is one of the 
most pro-union presidents in American history.  Union membership has declined 
precipitously in the US and accounted for about 10.8% of US employees last year, just 
over half the rate in 1983. 
 
FDR’s Court Packing Plan Backfired in the South.  Will Biden Repeat The Error? 
History News Network (George Washington University), 2 May 2021 
James C. Cobb 
http://hnn.us/article/180092 
--  In assessing recent moves by President Joe Biden and congressional Democrats 
pointing to possible expansion of the Supreme Court, it helps to recall the immediate 
and long-term consequences of an earlier Democratic attempt to alter the makeup of 
that body.  Reference to Franklin Roosevelts attempts to do the same, which failed, and 
negatively affected his reputation. 
 
Hillary Clinton: Biden less ‘constrained’ than Clinton and Obama due to prior 
administration 
The Hill, 2 May 2021 
Joseph Choi 
https://thehill.com/homenews/sunday-talk-shows/551388-hillary-clinton-biden-less-
constrained-than-clinton-and-obama-due 
--  Former Democratic presidential candidate Hillary Clinton gave her assessment of 
Biden and stated he was less constrained than previous Democratic presidents due to 
the prior administration.  She said she didn’t think Republicans are engaging in good 
faith negotiations. 
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King: President riding, not leading, tech revolution 
Boston Herald, 2 May 2021 
Llewellyn King 
https://www.bostonherald.com/2021/05/02/king-president-riding-not-leading-tech-
revolition/ 
--  When we look back at the great technology-driven revolution that will extend to 
nearly every corner of American life, it may be named for President Joe Biden, but it 
won’t be his revolution.  It is innovation’s revolution.  By nature, and by record, Biden is 
a get-along-go-along politician, but history looks as though it will cast him as a 
transformative president, a notable leader presiding over great winds of change. 
 
Maureen Dowd: Biden brings Jimmy Carter in from the cold 
The Irish Times, 2 May 2021 
https://www.irishtimes.com/news/world/us/maureen-dowd-biden-brings-jimmy-carter-in-
from-the-cold-1.4553680 
--  The 96-year-old former president has been snubbed by his Democratic successors—
until now.  President Biden and his wife Jill went out of their way to pay respects to 
Jimmy Carter during their recent trip to Georgia.  Carter biographer Jonathan Alter has 
noted that “Carter was a little bit needy in his relations with his successors, but they 
were wrong not to take more advantage of his immense intelligence and experience in 
the world.” 
 
President Biden could do more to unify the country 
The Alpena News (Alpena, Michigan), 2 May 2021 
Mona Charen 
https://www.thealpenanews.com/uncategorized/2021/05/president-biden-could-do-
more-to-unify-the-country/ 
--  Among right-wingers, there has been some delight about polls showing that Joe 
Biden’s popularity at the 100-day mark is the lowest of any president since World War II 
if you exclude Donald Trump. 
 
Sequim’s ‘George Washington’ selected for Independence Day event 
Peninsula Daily News, 2 May 2021 
Michael Dashiell 
https://www.peninsuladailynews.com/life/sequims-george-washington-selected-for-
independence-day-event/ 
--  Vern Frykholm has appeared throughout the Puget Sound region as George 
Washington, portraying the first president in parades, at schools, for local festivals, and 
Veterans’ events.  This July, the Sequim resident will head to Mount Rushmore National 
Memorial in South Dakota, where he will portray Washington during Independence Day 
weekend, July 3-4. 
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Statement by President Joe Biden on the 10th Anniversary of the Osama bin 
Laden Raid 
The White House, 2 May 2021 
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2021/05/02/statement-
by-president-joe-biden-on-the-10th-anniversary-of-the-osama-bin-laden-raid/ 
--  The Vice-President Biden was present in the White House Situation Room to watch 
the U.S. military conduct the raid that resulted in the death of Osama bin Laden.  The 
statement stated that “as a result of those efforts, as we bring to an end America’s 
longest war and draw down the last of our troops from Afghanistan, al Qaeda is greatly 
degraded there.” 
 
The night Lincoln was assassinated, his new bodyguard went missing 
The Washington Post, 2 May 2021 
Ronald G. Shafer 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/history/2021/05/02/lincoln-missing-bodyguard-
assassination/ 
--  Lincoln visited Ford’s Theatre on 14 April 1865 accompanied by a new guard, John 
Frederick Parker, who already had a record of unreliability, including drinking and 
frequenting a “house of ill repute” while on duty.  During the performance, he left his 
chair near Lincoln’s box, sat in the audience awhile, and then left the theatre to have a 
drink at the Star Saloon.  Whether he returned to the theater after the assassination 
remains a mystery. 
 
The President’s Speech 
The Wall Street Journal, 2 May 2021 
Andy Kessler 
https://www.wsj.com/articles/the-presidents-speech-11619974402 
-- Stutterers are on stage every day.  Joe Biden shows it is possible to persevere. 
Comments on the difficulties for people who stutter, including President Biden, and the 
efforts the author has made with his own sons, and wife who stutter. 
 
United States Mint Opens Sales for William Henry Harrison Presidential Silver 
Medal on Monday, May 3 
Sierra Sun Times, 2 May 2021 
https://goldrushcam.com/sierrasuntimes/index.php/news/local-news/29455-united-
states-mint-opens-sales-for-william-henry-harrison-presidential-silver-medal-on-
monday-may-3 
--  The Department of the Treasury has a long-standing tradition of honoring each 
President of the United States with an official bronze medal struck by the Mint.  The 
Mint is now replicating this series of medals in .999 percent fine silver, each measuring 
1.598 inches in diameter. 
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$6 Million Project Planned at President Harrison Home 
U.S. News and World Report, 2 May 2021 
Associated Press 
https://www.usnews.com/news/best-states/indiana/articles/2021-05-02/6-million-project-
planned-at-president-harrison-home 
--  An upgrade at the Benjamin Harrison Presidential Site in Indianapolis is aimed at 
increasing its visibility and connections with the surrounding neighborhood.  The 
project’s plans include a new plaza and outdoor commons area for visitors to the home 
of the only Indiana resident elected president of the United States.  Harrison was an 
attorney and a U.S. Army general before serving as a Republican U.S. senator from 
Indiana, before his election in 1888. 
 
Elizabeth Warren, in new book, muses on why she didn’t win 
The Washington Post, 1 May 2021 
Annie Linskey 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/elizabeth-warren-new-
book/2021/04/30/ed4d954e-a760-11eb-bca5-048b2759a489_story.html 
--  Warren offers this rare glimpse of dashed hopes in “Persist”, her new book to be 
published in early May 2021.  Warren attributes her loss in large part to her fumbling 
effort to explain how she would pay for her sweeping health plan.  “Persist” is an effort 
to reassert the power of Warren’s ideas, despite the fate of her campaign. 
 
George W. Bush says the Republican Party has a shot at future elections if it 
curbs its ‘white Anglo-Saxon Protestantism’ 
Business Insider, 1 May 2021 
Yelena Dzhanova 
https://www.businessinsider.com/george-w-bush-republicans-elections-white-anglo-
saxon-protestantism-2021-5 
--  Former President George W. Bush expressed optimism that the Republican Party will 
“govern again.”  Republicans, he suggested, need to embrace the traditional values the 
party was founded on. 
 
‘It’s been exhausting’: Swing-state voters give mixed reviews of President Biden 
after 100 days 
NBC/WXII, 1 May 2021 
Thomas Beaumont, Associated Press 
https://www.wxii12.com/article/president-biden-100-days-swing-state-voters-mixed-
reviews/36306908# 
--  At the 100-day marker, polls show most Americans give the new president positive 
marks for his early performance.  As voters in Wisconsin start to look past the 
pandemic, some worry about Biden’s tax proposals to pay for massive spending plans 
and their impact on the economy. 
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Jeff Fox, 52, Dies: Balanced Baseball With Protecting Presidents 
The New York Times, 1 May 2021 
Clay Risen 
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/05/01/obituaries/jeff-fox-52-dead-covid.html 
-- A star college athlete who later worked in the Secret Service, he played for decades 
in elite amateur leagues around Washington.  He died of Covid-19. 
 
Secret Service agent dies training at Bush compound in Maine 
ABC News, 1 May 2021 
The Associated Press 
https://abcnews.go.com/Politics/wireStory/secret-service-agent-dies-training-bush-
compound-maine-77438264 
--  A service is being held in Maine for a 50-year-old secret service agent who died while 
training at the Bush family compound at Walker’s Point in Kennebunkport.  Keith Mills, a 
Secret Service officer who protected the late President George H.W. Bush and former 
President George W. Bush, died Sunday morning while working in the line-of-duty. 
 
Vice President Kamala Harris to chair National Space Council 
ABC/WATE.com, 1 May 2021 
Nexstar Media Wire 
https://www.wate.com/news/vice-president-kamala-harris-to-chair-national-space-
council/ 
--  The National Space Council was reestablished in 2017 under the Trump 
administration after previously existing between 1989-1993.  The council’s goal 
according to former NASA Administrator Robert Lightfoot, was to “ensure that all 
aspects of the nation’s space power…are coordinated and aligned to best serve the 
American people.” 
 
 
END 


