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George Washington at the Theater

George Washington’s Mount Vernon, 26 December 2019
https://www.mountvernon.org/george-washington/colonial-life-today/entertaining-
george-washington/

-- See “A Sample of Plays George Washington Saw...”, which includes

The Tempest (1787) and Julius Caesar (1790).

Who’s the Fairest Nixon of Them All?

Roll Call, 4 August 2019

Jason Dick

https://www.rollcall.com/news/whos-the-fairest-nixon-of-them-all

-- Comparing Nixon to various post-resignation characters who have played
Shakespearean-type characters in films, such as Philip Baker Hall in “Secret Honor” by
Robert Altman; Frank Langella in “Frost/Nixon” by Ron Howard; and Anthony Hopkins in
“Nixon” by Oliver Stone.

Great Lives: Nixon, a lonely, resentful figure worthy of Shakespearean tragedy
Fredricksburg.com, 17 May 2019

John A. Farrell
https://www.fredericksburg.com/opinion/columns/great-lives-nixon-a-lonely-resentful-
figure-worthy-of-shakespearean/article_cd5f403d-d068-596¢c-b561-23b71b168c42.html
-- As Nixon made his way from the House of Representatives to the presidency, he
‘emerged as a tragic figure worthy of Shakespeare—an lago to his own Othello, his
worthy deeds undermined by gnawing insecurities”.

Thomas Jefferson and Shakespeare

Folger Shakespeare Library, 3 July 2018
https://shakespeareandbeyond.folger.edu/2018/07/03/thomas-jefferson-shakespeare/
-- Jefferson was very familiar with Shakespeare’s plays, and once wrote a friend that
“Shakespeare must be singled out by one who wishes to learn the full powers of the
English language.” One of his biographers wrote that Jefferson “haunted the
playhouses” of Williamsburg, Virginia and probably attended the Virginia Company of
Comedians’ production of The Merchant of Venice.



Seven people who have stood with refugees: then and now

International Rescue Committee, 19 June 2018
https://www.rescue.org/article/seven-people-who-have-stood-refugees-then-and-now
- The list includes William Shakespeare, Albert Einstein, Eleanor Roosevelt, and
Ronald Reagan.

Shakespeare, Teddy Roosevelt & Teaching Leadership

Oncology Times, 5 April 2018

Brian J. Bolwell, MD, FACP

https://journals.lww.com/oncology-
times/Fulltext/2018/04050/Shakespeare,_Teddy Roosevelt  Teaching_Leadership.8.
aspx

-- The author of this article on teaching leadership in the medical profession draws on
guotes from both Shakespeare and Teddy Roosevelt.

All the President’s Shakespeare

Literary Hub, 14 December 2017

https://lithub.com/all-the-presidents-shakespeare/

-- The article refers to books, films and plays. Also a dose of “high drama and villainy
in Trump’s White House”.

Churchill, Lincoln, and Shakespeare

The Churchill Project, Hillsdale College, 16 December 2016

Lewis E. Lehrman
https://winstonchurchill.hillsdale.edu/churchill-lincoln-shakespeare/

-- Both Churchill and Lincoln loved poetry, especially Shakespeare and also the
Scottish poet Robert Burns.

America’s Shakespeare: Connections between the Bard and the Founding
Fathers

Folger Shakespeare Library, 28 June 2016
https://shakespeareandbeyond.folger.edu/2016/06/28/americas-shakespeare-founding-
fathers/

-- “Shakespeare is woven into the American story in so many ways, including in the
lives of the men we think of as Founding Fathers: George Washington, Thomas
Jefferson, and John Adams.” “America’s Shakespeare, on exhibit at the Folger through
July 24 (2016), demonstrates how Shakespeare has been part of America’s
conversation from the very beginning.”

President Nixon in the Movies

The Wall Street Journal, 6 April 2016

Michael Calia
https://www.wsj.com/articles/president-nixon-in-the-movies-1459956210

-- Nixon is an actor’s dream. Many have considered him like a tragic Shakespearian
figure. In film he is often portrayed as paranoid, awkward and angry.



Shakespeare, Abraham Lincoln, and the president’s assassination

Folger Shakespeare Library, 12 February 2016

Esther French
https://shakespeareandbeyond.folger.edu/2016/02/12/shakespeare-abraham-lincoln-
and-the-presidents-assassination/

-- How Lincoln had few books when he was growing, but among them were works of
Shakespeare. Lincoln liked to quote Shakespeare in private, or in letters he wrote.

LBJ climbs Shakespearean heights in ‘All the Way’

St. Louis Post-Dispatch, 5 September 2015

Judith Newmark
https://www.stltoday.com/entertainment/arts-and-theatre/lbj-climbs-shakespearean-
heights-in-all-the-way/article_61a02fc6-3c12-544d-a613-8c1339daf26b.html

-- How playwright Robert Schenkkan’s two plays on Lyndon B. Johnson, “All the Way”
and “The Great Society” have found great success when sponsored by the the Oregon
Shakespeare Festival and the Seattle Repertory Theatre.

Shakespeare, Lincoln, and Ambition

The New York Review of Books, 11 April 2014

David Bromwich
https://www.nybooks.com/daily/2014/04/11/shakespeare-lincoln-ambition/

-- Notes on the role Shakespeare played in Abraham Lincoln’s life, and a reference to
Bromwich’s new book “Moral Imagination” published by Princeton University Press in
May 2014.

John Tyler’s Love of Shakespeare

The New Republic, 10 September 2013

Tevi Troy

https://newrepublic.com/article/114599/john-tylers-love-shakespeare

-- “Virginia’s John Tyler loved Shakespeare from an early age and would often quote or
allude to him in public and private communications.” “Tyler could quote Othello in a
political speech because even his most simply educated countrymen were taught
Shakespeare and because so many people went to the theater.”

His Hour Upon the Stage

The American Scholar, 30 November 2011

Douglas L. Wilson
https://theamericanscholar.org/his-hour-upon-the-stage/#.XgS_akdKgYo

-- Lincoln was a lifelong reader of Shakespeare. This article challenges some of the
standard conceptions about the role of Shakespeare in Lincoln’s life. For example, the
author states Lincoln was not a frequent theater goer in Washington, and it was two
years into his presidency before he ever saw a Shakespeare production.



Men of Letters: Shakespeare’s Influence on Abraham Lincoln

Folger Shakespeare Library, June 2009
https://shakespeareandbeyond.folger.edu/2016/02/12/shakespeare-abraham-lincoln-
and-the-presidents-assassination/

-- Of the three books that sat on his White House desk, one of them was the works of
Shakespeare. UCLA professor of English Stephen Dickey, John Andrews, editor of
“The Everyman Shakespeare”, and Michael Bishop, founding Executive Director of the
Lincoln Bicentennial Commission, discuss Shakespeare’s enduring influence on Lincoln
on audio link at this site.

Shakespeare for Presidents

The New York Times, 25 April 2009

Barry Edelstein

https://www.nytimes.com/2009/04/26/weekinreview/26edelstein.html

-- A discussion of the use of Shakespeare by U.S. presidents including, Lincoln,
Reagan, Clinton, John Adams, Thomas Jefferson, John Quincy Adams, James Garfield,
Millard Fillmore, John Kennedy, and George W. Bush.

The Many Faces of Nixon

Los Angeles Times, 12 December 2008

Susan King
https://www.latimes.com/archives/la-xpm-2008-dec-12-et-nixon12-story.html

-- Dan Hedaya played Nixon in the 1999 satire “Dick”, and believes the “fasination with
Nixon is akin to why Shakespearean characters such as King Lear, Richard Il and
Hamlet are perpetually interesting.”

Harry Truman’s Reality-Based Leadership

Harvard Business Review, 11 June 2008

Diane Coutu

https://hbr.org/2008/06/harry-trumans-realitybased-lea

-- In discussing the theory and practice of leadership, the author finds Harry Truman is
set apart due to being grounded in reality, especially considering FDR’s death, souring
relations with the Soviet Union, and giving permission for the bombing of Hiroshima and
Nagasaki. Also references to Brigadier General Harry Vaugh, who worked for Truman,
and was referred to by David McCullough as a “Shakespearean “fool” who cut through
day-to-day bureaucracy for the president.



William Shakespeare

Thomas Jefferson Monticello, 2007

Alana Speth
https://www.monticello.org/site/research-and-collections/william-shakespeare

-- Thomas Jefferson owned volumes of writings and several essays of Shakespear’s
work. In a letter to Robert Skipwith, he wrote “a lively and lasting sense of filial duty is
more effectually impressed on the mind of a son or daughter by reading King Lear, than
by all the dry volumes of ethics and divinity that ever were written”. (Jefferson to
Skpwith, 3 August 1771).

Ourselves in Shakespeare

Townhall, 8 August 2007

Michael Gerson
https://townhall.com/columnists/michaelgerson/2007/08/08/ourselves-in-shakespeare-
n934896

-- The article discusses the transformation that can take place when Shakespeare
performers transcend the words they speak and come to life. Also a reference to
various U.S. presidents, including 16-year old Harry Truman who wrote a high school
essay on “The Merchant of Venice” in English class on how Jews were “a nation apart
from nations... persecuted for their religion” and “waiting for a leader”. President
Truman recognized the state of Israel.

Mo(u)rning in America: Hamlet, Reagan, and the Rights of Memory

Theatre Journal, March 2007

Vol. 59, No.1, pp. 1-20

Timothy Raphael

https://www.jstor.org/stable/25069960?seq=1

-- Commentary on Reagan’s funeral, among other things, as a political ritual blending
ancient and invented traditions.

The Uses of “Richard IlI”: From Robert Cecil to Richard Nixon
Shakespeare Bulletin, Fall 2006

Vol. 24, No. 3, pp. 23-47

Published by: The Johns Hopkins University Press
https://www.jstor.org/stable/26347475

Nixon’s Shakespearean Dimension

The Washington Post, 23 December 1995

Lloyd Rose
https://www.washingtonpost.com/archive/lifestyle/style/1995/12/24/nixons-
shakespearean-dimension/c201lea6b-dleb-4563-b7c1-247cde3306f4/

-- Because of his name Nixon is often compared to Richard Ill. The author suggests
this is not really appropriate as Henry IV.

END



